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Welcome to July’s newsletter! 
 
Winter has arrived on the Highveld and not much is flying at the moment. This may be a positive 
development, as last season there appeared to be little variation in butterfly numbers between the 
winter and summer months. KwaZulu-Natal was good in May, but numbers seem to be tailing off 
now. 
 
A reminder that this year’s LepSoc Africa Conference will be held in 
Knysna on Sat 16 and Sun 17 November. Please contact Dave Edge 
(orachrysops@gmail.com) to confirm your attendance. In addition to 
the Conference, Mon 18 Nov has been set aside as a public day, 
where we intend to search for the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops niobe); 
the Brenton Blue Trust have put up a R20 000 reward, payable to the 
first person who rediscovers this critically endangered butterfly.  
 
Subject to demand, LSA intend to host a two-day field trip to the 
Kammannassie, camping at Mannetjiesberg on the night of Fri 15 
November.  

 
Corrections 
 
Steve Collins picked up a couple of errors in March’s newsletter: 
 

• Dave Richard’s photo of a Charaxes from Rwanda is Charaxes alticola, which I’d 
misidentified as Charaxes ansorgei ruandana. 

 

• The first butterfly in the Butterfly Identification plate (Heteropsis) was titled Heteropsis 

exocellata, but it is in fact a dry-season Heteropsis pauper. 
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Storage of Lepidoptera collections (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

There is an urgent need for LepSoc Africa to find a storage facility for lepidoptera specimens. 

There are a number of private collections for which there is currently no succession plan and this 

situation is only going to get worse. 

The material in private collections includes representatives of butterflies that will, in all probability, 

never be seen in the wild again, such as Trimenia malagrida malagrida, Lepidochrysops 

methymna dicksoni and Stygionympha dicksoni. Apart from these possibly extinct butterflies, the 

collections represent a huge amount of time and effort and the data contained within them has 

immense scientific value. The collections are - in general - not wanted by our national museums 

and in any case, the future curatorship at some of our museums is far from secure. 

As I see it, there are two scenarios we could strive for:  

1. The basic, minimum requirement would be to obtain a 

warehouse-type building for storage of specimens and appoint a 

permanent manager / curator, whose job description would 

include looking after the specimens, sorting and cataloguing the 

collection and coordinating visits by researchers. The facility 

could be open for public viewing, but this would increase the 

cost.  

A minimum specification for the building would be 

approximately 500 m2 of industrial storage space (enough to 

contain about 1 million specimens), with an office component for deliveries and sorting and 

a study and toilet. I’d guess a suitable facility could be purchased (or built) for about R5 

million or rented for about R50 000 per month. Rates, services and a salary for the curator 

could add a further R50 000 per month. 

2. At the other extreme (and a dream that I would support), we could look at constructing a 

large facility in say, Midrand or Cape Town, to create a national Butterfly Centre. The ABRI 

collection could possibly be purchased and with this and other collections, we would hold 

the largest and most comprehensive collection of African lepidoptera anywhere in the world. 

In addition to the storage 

component (say 1 500 

m2), the Centre could 

have a public display 

area, a bookshop, a 

photographic gallery and 

possibly a butterfly flight-

house and a restaurant.  

The cost of such a facility 

(including the purchase of 

the ABRI collection) could 

easily exceed R35 million 

and the running costs, depending on what was included, could surpass R150 000 per 

month. Some money could possibly be recovered by donations and entry-fees, but it would 

require a massive commitment by any investor.  
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Who would be interested in funding such a facility and why? Apart from the major importance of 

this development to African natural-history, an investor would receive full naming rights (the 

Smithsonian institute springs to mind) and I believe a Butterfly Centre (either the large or small 

version) would rapidly become well known internationally, both among specialist lepidoptera 

researchers and the general nature-loving public.  

Nothing like this exists on the African continent, which contains the second largest diversity of 

butterflies on earth, behind only the Amazonian rainforest. 

I appeal to all members of LepSoc Africa to think carefully about this pressing issue and to get 

back to me with any ideas or suggestions. 

 

Highveld Branch Meeting 
 

André Coetzer hosted a meeting of the Highveld Butterfly Club (Gauteng, Free State and North 

West provinces) on 30 April 2019.  

 

André has also initiated a WhatsApp Group for HBC members. 

 

Butterfly Evening 
 

Hermann Staude hosted a Butterfly Evening at Ruimsig Country Club on 8 May 2019. 

 

KZN Field Trip 
 

The KwaZulu-Natal branch of LepSoc Africa organised a 

camping trip to Harold Johnson Nature Reserve in June.  

 

The event was well supported and 63 species of butterfly were 

found. 

 

Fourth Afrotropical Lepidoptera Workshop 
 

Planning is underway for the next expedition, which will be held in Gabon in November 2020. 
 
A First Notification and Registration Form has been circulated:  
 

First Notification 
  

Registration Form 
 
All available places for the Workshop have already been taken, but if you are interested in the 
expedition and haven’t yet submitted an entry form, please do so: it is likely that one or two people 
currently on the list won’t be able to make it. Entries will be treated on a first come – first served 
basis. 
 
The relatively high costs reflect the degree of uncertainty regarding the expedition; this is not a 
commercial undertaking – once costs have been finalized, individual packages will be adjusted 
accordingly. 

http://metamorphosis.org.za/lists/lt.php?id=LEkJVw1MDF0eCV8EBw
http://metamorphosis.org.za/lists/lt.php?id=LEkJVwxMDF0eCV8EBw
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Costs will have been finalized and research permits acquired before deposits are called for in July 
next year. 

 
Highveld Butterfly Club trips 
 

André Coetzer arranged a visit to Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) in May. The group 

recorded 25-species: Abundance Index 3.0 (Average).  

An interesting record was the White Pie (Tuxentius calice), which I believe is the first time this 

species has been recorded from WSBG. 

Lourens Erasmus led a group on a visit to King’s Kloof in the Muldersdrift area. 28 species were 

found (3.4 – Average) - a very unusual record was the African Savanna Grass Yellow (Eurema 

hecabe solifera). 

 

  

Afrogegenes letterstedti 
(Lourens Erasmus) 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Belenois creona severina 
(Lourens Erasmus) 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Deudorix antalus  
(Lourens Erasmus) 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Junonia hierta cebrene  
(Lourens Erasmus) 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Eurema (Terias) hecabe solifera  
(Lourens Erasmus) 

Muldersdrift, Gauteng 

Tuxentius melaena melaena (left) and Tuxentius calice (right), indicating the spot 
that you can use to distinguish between the two species 

(Andre Coetzer) 
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LepSoc Africa Transcribing Project  
 

As noted in May’s newsletter, the members of LepSoc Africa hold a considerable amount of 

original letters, notes and other memorabilia, related to African lepidoptera and African 

lepidopterists. 

 

At the suggestion of Silvia Kirkman, I’d like to initiate a formal scanning and archiving project, to 

preserve these unique documents. We hope to scan and, using specialized software, transcribe 

handwritten notes into editable text. The work will be fully cross-referenced and, once complete, 

should become a very interesting and valuable resource. There may be a publishing opportunity in 

future. 

 

I appeal for a volunteer to assist with this undertaking: assume at this stage that there will be no 

salary, although full recognition will be awarded and all costs will be borne by LSA. Although not 

essential, it would probably assist if applicants are reasonably familiar with the scientific names of 

South African butterflies. 

 
Field notes on Acraea hypoleuca - April 2019 (Raimund Schutte) 
 
Along the Khan River Valley between near Arandis in the Namib, there is a very large widespread 

population of the endemic Desert Kohlrabi, Adenia pechuelii. These grow exposed on rocky 

outcrops in the harshest of conditions, and despite the worst recorded drought in 150 years, the 

plants are healthy and only one dead specimen was seen. And with that, Acraea hypoleuca is a 

very well adapted endemic butterfly to this desert , as it always has foodplant available.  

 

Over 2 days, several adults were seen flying over these plants, with most of them being male. The 

males in particular present the observer with a unique, searing red colour when viewed close up, 

but somehow they can easily be lost when flying erratically over the red and orange rocks of the 

Namib. Their flight is typically that of an Acraea, but the males seem to have a fondness for the 

common Euphorbia dregeana bushes and frequently land on their branches. There they are 

relatively easy to approach and photograph. Females are slower flying and quite fond of nectaring 

on small flowers.  

Caterpillars were not difficult to find, with occasional plants 

having a few caterpillars on them. They were of different sizes 

and instars. Few plants had actual leaves, so they were 

observed mostly feeding on the epidermis of Adenia branches. 

Some were seen feeding on green fruit bodies.  

No eggs or pupae were observed. 

This is certainly a unique desert butterfly, perhaps the only true desert butterfly in the world? 
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Moths of Africa (Hanna and Wolf Roland) 
 
Edited by H.H.Hacker 
Systematic and Illustrated Catalogue of the Heterocera of Africa 
Vol 1: Biogeography and Boletobiinae (Erebidae) 
 
In February 2019 the first volume of the book-series Moths of Africa was released:  
 
http://esperiana.net/vol-1.html 
 
This voluminous book contains a Biogeography of Africa, which will be the base of all volumes 
of this series. The authors describe 29 biogeographical categories from the Northern 
Mediterranean Forest to the St. Helena Scrub Zone. 
 
The Moths belonging to the Boletobiinae of Africa have been totally revised. Vol.1 describes 675 
species, thereof 4 genera, 266 species and 7 subspecies new to science. Most species are 
illustrated in color (from collections) and preparations of male and female genitalia are shown. The 
text cites extensive literature and describes characteristics for accurate identifications. 
 
We want to show some examples of the changes and new Ids using our own live photos from 
Southern Africa. 
 
The biggest tribe in the book is Eublemmini. It contains among others the Genera Eublemma, 
Metachrostis, Cerynea, Corgatha, Oruza, Syngatha and Tegiapa.  
 

The authors describe 234 African species for Eublemma! 
 

             

  

 
 

Eublemma admota (formerly Genus Acontia) Eublemma bolinia bolinia (formerly. E. sytygiochroa) 

http://esperiana.net/vol-1.html
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A group of Moths mostly known under Genus Chrysozonata has been transferred to Genus 
Syngatha: 
 
      

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

    

Eublemma costimacula (Synonym: Autoba c.) Eublemma metacrypta  (new species) 

 

Syngatha latiflavaria 
(Synonym: Chrysozonata purpurascens) 

Syngatha  pyrrhoxantha (new species) 

Syngatha phoenicoxantha  
(Synonym: Lophocyttarra phoenicoxantha) 

Syngatha argyropasta 
(Synonym: Lophocyttara argyropasta) 
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There is also a new species from Uganda: Syngatha hanna-rolandae, of which we unfortunately 
have no live photo. 
 
New combinations have been attributed to many known species, for example 

 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For Phytometra subflavalis three subspecies were defined to separate the species in Southern 
Africa from Madagascar (Phytometra subflavalis terminalis) and from India (Phytometra subflavalis 
subflavalis). 
 
  

Corgatha albigrisea (Synonym: Enispa a.) Corgatha latifera (Synonym: Oruza latifera) 
 

Oediblemma trogoptera  
(Synonym: Tragocraspis durbanica) 

Phytometra subflavalis africana  
(Synonym: Antarchaea subflavalis; Athetis pentheus) 
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A moth formerly known as Toana craspedica changed its name to Tegiapa melanoleuca; the 
authors state, that Genus Toana does not exist in Southern Africa. 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From the small pictures alone, it is not always possible to identify to species level. 
Specialists will, over time, sort out which species are to be found in which areas, and specific 
websites will have to update their dictionaries, collect the necessary data and live photos. This will 
probably take years. 
 
 
Text and photos: Hanna and Wolf Roland 
Solingen, April 2019 
 
wolfachim_roland@yahoo.de 

 

Leptotes pirithous on the Cape Verde Islands (John Tennent) 
 
John Tennent is interested in the population of Zebra Blue (Leptotes pirithous capverti) on the 
Cape Verde Islands and wishes to investigate this subject more thoroughly.  
 
He has found both tailed and tailless forms on every island in the Cape Verdes that he has visited: 
tails are often small and filamentous and, since he is aware that tails are easily lost by some 
lycaenid species, he decided to rear some specimens. Having done this, he concluded that L. 
pirithous occurs sympatrically in both tailed and tailless forms on all the Islands. 
 
He is unaware of any other lycaenids in which this situation arises, but is not particularly familiar 
with African butterflies and appeals to the members of LepSoc Africa for assistance. He notes that 
the Asian polyommatine genera Megisba and Prosotas each have species that are clearly tailed or 
un-tailed and that there is the odd example of "subspecies" of these species that may or may not 
have tails; in every case that he is aware of, such forms are allopatric. 
 
  

Tegiapa melanoleuca (new species; formerly 
craspedica) 

Tegiapa goateri (new species) 
 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2019/ABN%202019%20-%204/wolfachim_roland@yahoo.de
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He asks the following questions: 
 

1. Is L. pirithous known in a tailless form anywhere in Africa (the British Museum of Natural 
History in London has a few thousand specimens, all of which have, or clearly had, tails). 
 

2. Is there any lycaenid species in Africa known to occur sympatrically in tailed and tailless 
forms? 

 
If anyone has any comments or advice regarding this subject, please get back to John at the 
following address: 
 
 
John Tennent 
Scientific Associate 
Department of Life Sciences 
Natural History Museum 
London SW7 5BD 
joht@nhm.ac.uk 

 
Honorary Associate 
Oxford University Museum of Natural History 
Parks Road 
Oxford OX1 3PW 
johntennent@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
Kedestes Project (Louise Baldwin) 
 

The Kedestes Project, sponsored by the Brenton Blue Trust and managed by Louise Baldwin, 

continues to go from strength to strength. 

Louise has produced her report for June – refer to the links below: 

Kedestes Project - June 2019 

 

Kedestes Project - Images 

 

 

Communal Caterpillars  (Raimund Schutte) 
 

Raimund Schutte regularly finds Southern African Caper White 

(Belenois creona severina) at his property in Kyalami; he has a 

Maerua bush, but has never found caterpillars feeding on it. 

 

In early June he picked up a watering can near the bush and 

was surprised to find a “herd” (Raimund’s term) of larvae 

beneath it. The caterpillars were of various sizes and appeared 

to be in diapause. 

Has anyone encountered clusters of hibernating Belenois larvae 

before? 

  

Belenois creona severina Larvae 
Raimund Schutte 

mailto:joht@nhm.ac.uk
mailto:johntennent@hotmail.co.uk
https://www.dropbox.com/s/l9ysqg3kdgp1rcq/Kedestes%20Project%20-%20June%202019.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/tof4pfp5ko5jb7k/Kedestes%20Project%20-%20Photos%20-%20June%202019.pdf?dl=0
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Cameroon - not for beginners (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The late, great Torben Larsen once referred to Ghana as “West Africa for beginners”, a deserved 
tribute to the country’s reputation as a relatively straightforward tourist destination. Applying a 
similar metaphor to Cameroon, I’d have to describe it as “Central Africa for experts”.  
To be fair, I had preconceptions of Cameroon being a French-speaking Nigeria, which it most 
certainly is not: most of the Cameroonian citizens I met were polite and helpful (much like most 
African countries I’ve visited). However, unless you’re a French 
speaker and are familiar with how things work in this country, 
Cameroon is difficult.  
 
Fortunately, I was in the company of Michael Ochse, a seasoned 
African campaigner and veteran of several previous Cameroon 
expeditions. To make matters even easier, Michael had sourced 
an extremely competent driver and local “fixer” in Major Fambou. 
With Major’s help, we managed to get through all obstacles 
without too many difficulties. 
 
Douala  
I stayed at the, German-owned, Seaman’s Hotel in downtown Douala, which Major had booked on 
my behalf. This is a perfect stopover - clean, relatively inexpensive and comfortable and (as a 
consequence) full of expats.  
For South Africans, Douala is an easy flight using RwandAir, incorporating a brief stop at Kigali. 
Yaoundé, where I’d hoped to fly to, is a far more difficult destination, involving stops at Addis 
Ababa and Libreville. There is not a lot to do in this city. Major had advised me to avoid walking 
the streets alone at night: anyone who wishes to experience the full slowness of time is advised to 
spend a couple of days in Douala... 
 
Yaoundé  
Yaoundé, much like Douala, doesn’t have a lot going for it. 
We stayed at the Benedictine monastery hotel on Mount Fébé. This is an area where Michel Libert 
had recorded over 700 species of butterflies several years ago. The hillsides looked pretty trashed 
however and full of Eucalyptus, so we decided to visit Ebogo the following day. 
 
Ebogo 
We spent a couple of nights at Ebogo on both the outward and 
return legs of our journey. Situated 70km south of Yaoundé, the 
accommodation at the park is rustic, but more than adequate, and I 
found some great butterflies, such as the Large Tiger Blue 
(Hewitsonia boisduvalii). For those wishing to visit Cameroon 
without travelling too far, Ebogo is a great destination. 
 

  

Hewitsonia boisduvalii 
Ebogo 

Syrmoptera melanomitra melanomitra 
Ebogo 

Nyong River 
Ebogo 
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Bertoua and Yokadouma  
We stopped at Bertoua (where we met with some forestry officials) and Yokadouma on our way to  
Lobéké National Park. I can definitely recommend the Sun City Hotel at Bertoua for a stopover; on 
the other hand, the Hotel Elephant at Yokadouma would give “The Palace” at Sakaraha, 
Madagascar, a run for its money as the most run-down hotel in Africa… 
 
Lobéké 
The highlight of our trip was the stay in Camp Kombo at the edge of 
Lobéké National Park. Michael had hoped to get to the Sangha River on 
the border with the Central African Republic - unfortunately, this proved 
to be beyond even the intrepid Michael’s reach: the road from Camp 
Kombo was impassable and the alternative route would have involved a 
day’s drive to the river (north of the park) and a boat-trip, in a pirogue, to 
the camp. Lobéké lies in the southeast of the Cameroon: miles and 
miles of relatively undisturbed tropical African rainforest. We spent a 
night at the Petit Savanna, which involves camping (there is no other 
accommodation) and Cameroon, in the small rainy-season, is 
extraordinarily wet… 
 

 
To compensate for the discomfort, the butterflies at Camp 
Kombo were fantastic (about the best I’ve encountered) and we 
saw flagship African species, such as the Giant Blue Swallowtail 
(Papilio zalmoxis) and the Giant Forest Flash (Phytala elais 
elais).  I also found several butterflies, which I can’t identify with 
any certainty; this is a story for another day. 
 
 
It was interesting to see how many day-flying Papilionoidea 
came to Michael’s light traps. 
We recorded representatives of three subfamilies of Lycaenidae: 
Theclinae (Iolaus), Miletinae (Lachnocnema) and Poritiinae 
(Mimeresia and Falcuna), plus two subfamilies of Nymphalidae: 
Limenitidinae (Neptis) and Heliconiinae (Acraea). 
 
The Congo Basin is disappearing fast. 
My personal opinion is that 
subsistence farming is having a bigger 
impact on the rapid destruction of the 
rainforest than commercial logging. 
We visited the Forestry Department in 

Bertoua and saw the zoning-map for Cameroon’s forests. Less than 
10% will be protected; the remainder will be “Community Forests” where 
anything goes: animals can be hunted and trees cut down or burned at 
the community’s discretion. The few commercial collectors at Ebogo 
appear to be the least of the butterflies’ problems (ironically, as a non-
Cameroonian citizen, obtaining a permit to catch specimens for research 
purposes is difficult and very expensive). 
 
To summarize: a visit to Cameroon involves a fair amount of discomfort and travel. The car 
journey from Douala to Lobéké takes four days, with innumerable road blocks and “toll gates”.  
Is it worth it? Absolutely! 

 

Kallimoides rumia jadyae 
Petit Savanna 

Cymothoe hypatha hypatha  
Camp Kombo 

Welcome to Camp Kombo 
The sign – sadly – is the least 

decrepit part of the camp… 

Michael, Major and I 
Ebogo 
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Some butterflies from Cameroon (Jeremy Dobson) 

 

  

Antanartia delius delius 
Camp Kombo 

Papilio zalmoxis 
Ebogo 

Aphnaeus orcas  
Camp Kombo 

Heraclia sp.  
Camp Kombo 

 

Hypolimnas monteironis monteironis 
Camp Kombo 

Tirumala petiverana 
Ebogo 

Cyrestis (Azania) camillus camillus 
Yokadouma 

Pentila tachyroides tachyroides 
Ebogo 

Cymothoe distincta distincta 
Camp Kombo 

Bicyclus ignobilis 
Camp Kombo 

Apaturopsis cleochares cleochares 
Camp Kombo 

Sevenia amulia amulia 
Ebogo 



14 
 

Cameroonian Contacts (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
During the course of my Cameroon trip I came across a few people whom LepSoc Africa members 
might wish to contact in future. 
 

Major Fambou  
Without any hesitation I can recommend Major Fambou, our driver, 
travel-companion and cook. Major speaks good English and is familiar 
with how things work in Cameroon (there does appear to be a “system” 
although it’s incomprehensible to the uninitiated traveller). 
 
Major’s contact details are as follows:  
+237 675 24 45 06 
majorfambou@ymail.com 
 

 
Simon Lika 
Simon lives in Yaoundé and offers bespoke butterfly-tours within 
Cameroon: tell Simon what butterflies you would like to see and he will 
suggest destinations and propose an itinerary. He has contacts within 
Cameroon Forestry and can arrange permission, if not research permits. 
He is also a commercial dealer in butterfly specimens. 
I spent a morning in the field with Simon and he knows his butterflies 
well. 
 
 

Simon’s contact details are as follows:  
+237 672 79 34 29 
alphaentomology@gmail.com 
 
 
Joseph Atanga  
Joseph sells butterfly specimens on a commercial basis and 
holds a wide range of stock.  
 
While LepSoc Africa do not support the commercial trade of 
butterflies, I record my observations from Ebogo as follows:  
The local community has been catching Lepidoptera for more 
than 60-years. Despite this, the forests in the region appear to 
have as rich an abundance and diversity of butterflies as any 
other areas that we visited. It appears that the large scale 
collection of butterflies has had no significant effect on insect 
numbers, although the same can’t be said of the rapidly 
increasing human population: the forests contain numerous 
clearings, given over to subsistence crop-farming. 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2019/ABN%202019%20-%204/majorfambou@ymail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2019/ABN%202019%20-%204/alphaentomology@gmail.com
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Butterfly hunter (Simon Lika) 
 

An article by Simon Lika… 

 

Ebogo is a small village found in the Central Region of Cameroon, situated in the Nyong and So’o 

district. It is one of the villages of the Mengueme community, Sa’a sub-division and is some 18km 

from Mbalmayo. Ebogo has a lot to offer as far as ecotourism is concerned. Flanked between a 

dense equatorial forests and the River Nyong, Ebogo contains excellent scenery and the 

opportunity to find some important butterfly and insect specimens.  

The Kisopo tree, one of the oldest trees in the world (believed to be over 1000 years old) is found 

in the area. Besides the Kisopo tree, Ebogo also has another tourist destination in the Baobab 

tree; this particular tree is spectacularly large and its roots contain spaces as wide as a bedroom. 

The tree is found about 3km from the main tourist camp in Ebogo. However, most people who visit 

the village do not know about this tree and even the officials of the Ministry of Forestry and Wild 

Life do not know about it. I therefore use this opportunity to publicize this tree and to call on the 

powers that be for protection.  

The collection of insect specimens in Ebogo started about some 60 years ago. Even though the 

inhabitants were interested in other subsidiary activities such as agriculture, hunting or collection 

of insects was, and is still, the major occupation and source of income for the local inhabitants. As 

such there is a concentration of the best insect hunters in this area. 

Ebogo has beautiful and rare African insect species. These include various Lycaenidae, Charaxes, 

Euphaedra, Cymothoe and Papilio. There are many another families of butterflies and many 

special beetles. However today most of the specimens have little value in the international 

markets. This is as a result of too much exploitation and deforestation. This has also negatively 

affected the locals most of whom have abandoned the activity. Due to deforestation several of the 

beetles, butterflies and rare species have gone close to extinction. Those left are the common and 

non-lucrative ones.  

Thus the few remaining collectors, like me, have had to move to other areas, as follows: 

1. Adamawa Region – Wakwa  -  Lycaenidae, Charaxes, Euphaedra, Cymothoe, Papilio and 

many other mixed species. 

2. Western Region – Kutaba and Banyo - Lycaenidae, Charaxes, Hesperidae. 

3. South Region – Lolodof Bipindi – Charaxes including Charaxes fournierae and Charaxes 

acraeoides. 

4. North West Region – Chinechong – Lycaenidae, Charaxes, Euphaedra, Cymothoe, Papilio. 

5. South West Region – Mount Cameroon – Charaxes musakensis, Charaxes acraeoides and 

many others. 

 

However, due to political upheavals in the North West and South West Regions I have been 

unable to collect in this regions. 

I appeal for help, since I depend on this occupation as a means of subsistence. I hope that 

assistance can help develop my activity to a better and more modern level. I seek donations in 

terms of cameras for photography and more opportunities for insect safaris, tourism and insect 

documentaries. For me the single tourist lodge in Ebogo does not really encourage tourism in the 

area due to its high cost in terms of lodging and food. 



16 
 

The Acraea Swordtail (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

The Acraea Swordtail (Graphium (Arisbe) ridleyanus) is found throughout Central Africa, although 

it is seldom common. 

It is a forest species and can sometimes be seen mud-puddling on river banks. The butterfly, 

particularly on the underside, is a close mimic of the Elegant Acraea (Acraea egina egina) and I 

saw both these species flying together at Ebogo. 

 

 

Limpopo Branch for LepSoc Africa 
 

A reminder that LSA have formed a Limpopo branch; Vaughan Jessnitz is the branch chairman 

and will be the COREL custodian for butterflies of conservation concern within the province. 

 

vme.research@gmail.com 

 

Brenton Blue – Wanted Poster 
 

There have been no sightings of the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops niobe) this season; this is despite 

regular visits to the Brenton Blue reserve by Dave and Hanna Edge. 

 

Dave has produced a “Wanted” poster, which he hopes to distribute as widely as possible, to 

encourage people to look out for this critically endangered species. The Brenton Blue Trust has 

put up a R20 000 reward for the person who is able to re-discover this butterfly – the Monday after 

this year’s LepSoc Africa Conference will be dedicated to searches within suitable habitat within 

the Brenton area. 

 

Brenton Blue - Wanted Poster 

 

Insect Apocalypse continued… (Peter Ward) 
 

Peter forwarded me the following article: 

 

The Great Insect Dying   

Graphium ridleyanus 
Ebogo 

 

Graphium ridleyanus  
Ebogo 

 

Acraea egina egina 
Ebogo 

mailto:mailtovme.research@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/d16kqrjygt4sivw/Brenton%20Blue%20-%20Wanted%20Poster.pdf?dl=0
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/the-great-insect-dying-the-tropics-in-trouble-and-some-hope/
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A visit to Mpanga (Rogers Muhwezi) 
 
Rogers submitted the following report 
 
Harald Selb, Stefan Naumann and Johan Greyling visited 
Mpanga Forest, Central Uganda, between 14 and 18 March this 
year. 
 
They were joined by myself and two friends of mine, Nick Byaba 
and Robert Bagonza, who had travelled from Kibale (Sunbird 
Hill).  
 
We had some very active (and interactive) days and nights, studying lepidoptera and asking 
questions of the experts, in order to broaden our knowledge regarding identification, food plants, 
caterpillars and caterpillar-rearing. 
 

We were lucky to have Stefan with us and we learnt a lot about 
other families of lepidoptera, especially Saturniidae and 
Noctuidae, and many other night-flying species, such as 
Imbrasia epimethea. 
There was a lot of discussion around the light-traps in the 
evenings. However some of the boys were caught dozing as, 
like me, they were not used to staying up late!  
 
A big thankyou to Stefan for the lessons and knowledge shared 
in the forest at night… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Nick and Robert taking a nap while at the light trap at night…  
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Johan was frequently seen in the forest and managed to find 
one of the Mpanga endemics: Telipna sheffieldii. He also added 
to his life-list of Epitola and was very grateful to me for showing 
him the spot and to Harald for organizing the trip. 
 

 

 
Harald was impressed with the knowledge of both Nick and Robert and was very complimentary 
regarding my attempts to train them about butterflies. 
 
After two days, we decided to walk different trails so that we could merge our findings;  we 
separated during the day and met up later in the evenings for identifications and knowledge-
sharing, with Harald, Stefan and Johan.  
 
Nick and Robert had lots of questions every evening. 
 
 
  

Epitola sp. Telipna Sheffieldii 

 
We all had a chance to hold the beautiful 

Comet Moth from Madagascar. 
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I was very happy hosting my boys from Kibale, 
but most of all, to my friends from South Africa. 
Thanks to Harald for the soft copies of my books 
and a big thanks to Stefan for my book about 
moths; this book is a great source of information 
and I won’t put it down until I get to know the 
important sections. 
 
Robert and Nick have been guiding for about 3-4 
years at Kibale, especially at Bigodi wetland 
sanctuary, but much of their effort was dedicated 
to birds and primates until the day we met at 
Bigodi and I told them about butterflies; they 
have subsequently developed an interest in 
lepidoptera. They battle with the Latin names, 
but we encourage each other to improve our 
conservation knowledge.  

 
We have had several trips together including one at Semuliki and have done several at Sunbird 
Hill, where their butterfly-journey started! At Sunbird Hill, near Kibale Forest, we have found over 
90 species of butterfy, including red Cymothoe and the magical Charaxes pollux. 
Thanks to Julia for creating up such a conservation area for both butterflies and birds with a few 
accommodation facilities. 

 
And a combined report from Robert and Nick… 
 
We (Robert Bagonza and Nick Byaba) travelled to Mpanga Forest to 
meet Rogers who was hosting butterfly and moth specialists, Harald, 
Johan and Stefan. We spent five nights on this trip. This invitation was 
through Sunbird Hill. We got a memorable experience and learnt much 
information regarding butterflies and moths, birds, general environmental 
issues and self-esteem. 
 
We learnt many of the families of moths and butterflies; unusual 
behaviours like association with ants, hill topping, specimen collection 
and pinning. We were lucky to be given two trap-nets that Rogers 
shared with us which he got from Harald. Yes surely this was a great 
inspiration for us and we promise not to let any of our mentors down. 
 
Knowledge sharing 
The purpose of a visit to Zendaire, was to set up Wildlife Clubs of 
Uganda (WCU) at the school and inspire the children to learn to identify what is around them - we 
are starting with birds and butterflies. Having young and enthusiastic Ugandan naturalists like 
ourselves really helps to ignite the passion in the children. We told brief stories of how we got into 
wildlife and taught the English names of a few local birds; the children recited the names in Rukiga 
and mimicked their calls.  
  

Johan Greyling, Rogers Muhwezi, Robert Bagonza, Stefan 
Naumann, Nick Byaba and Harald Selb 

Given a chance to hold on 
those long scoop nets was an 

amazing experience…  
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The butterfly nets and traps were shown and demonstrated to 
the children. Brian, an Old Boy of the school, is heading the 
WCU at Zendaire and we stay in contact with him and, to 
encourage him, give him ideas of what to do with the children 
during the club and identify butterflies that he catches in the 
donated trap.  
 
We have provided a few ID books too to get them started and a 
few posters. 
 

According to Julia Lloyd (a 
primatologist who owns Sunbird 
Hill), with the knowledge and 
motivation we have gained, we 
have lit the candle for those 
who require information about 
butterflies, as well as birds.  
 
We have subsequently given 
lessons to the village birding 

club in Kyabakwerere (adjacent to Kibale National park), to 
teams at Bigodi and to Zendeire primary school in Kihihi 
(Ishasha sector). With Julia, we have made a butterfly-checklist 
for The River Lodge in Ishasha. 
 
It’s great to start when you are young; these boys and girls were 
so happy to hear about butterflies and birds. The pupils often 
ask us how we got knowledge about butterflies and birds, how 
they can join us, where to get books, binoculars and nets. Since 
then, no day passes without answering a question about 
butterflies.  
 
Great appreciation goes to Rogers for creating this opportunity for 
us. Harald, Johan and Stefan, thanks for inspiring us in our career 
as guides and to Julia Lloyd at Sunbird Hill for all the financial 
assistance throughout this trip. May the Good Lord reward you 
richly. 
 
Complied by Rogers Muhwezi (with input from Nick Byaba and Robert Bagonza) 
 
 
 

  

Robert explaining a point, as Nick looks 
on while holding a butterfly book and 

scoop net in his hands  

 

Meet the school where Nick and Robert 
did their introduction to butterflies and 

birds 
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eSwatini: 1-4 April 2019 (Mark Liptrot) 
 
At the beginning of April, I was fortunate enough to be driver and general factotum to my good wife 
on another trip into the interior – this time to Swaziland, or eSwatini as it is now known. We began 
by leaving Durban on the 31st March, and after a most pleasant interlude at Enseleni NR (just 
outside of Richards Bay), headed to St Phillips Mission near Big Bend in the south-east corner of 
eSwatini. There I was able to stroll through the byways surrounding the sugar cane fields, and with 
the weather being hot, picked up some good sightings (see attachment). In the evening, I found a 
Palm-tree Nightfighter (Zophopetes dysmephila), which was a lifer for me, and I was told this 
species hadn’t been recorded in the country before.  
 
The next four days were spent in Ezulwini, an important economic cluster between Mbabane and 
Manzini and ideally placed to explore the adjacent Mlilwane NR. The name means 'Little Fire' in 
siSwati (from the fires started by lightning strikes on Mlilwane Hill) but heralded the little fire that 
started eSwatini’s conservation movement. This reserve was once a working farm, and evidence 
of this is seen in the tracts of gum and pine trees. Although there are swathes of other aliens, 
especially guava and ginger, the hiking trails are extensive, and encompass riverine and montane 
vegetation, so a wide variety of habitats are available for exploration. However, one day was 
completely rained out, and the next was gloomy with intermittent misty rain. Despite the adverse 
conditions, I managed to record 30 species in Mlilwane. Although the claim is that there is no 
dangerous game there, beware of free-ranging “flat dogs”!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Other interesting signs are also to be found around the main dam  
(warning: contains crocs and hippos) 
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At the start of the hiking trails was a collection of 
snares collected on the property between 1960 and 
1970 at Mlilwane and Hlane reserves – over 20 000 of 
them. Hunting with dogs in the reserve is still a threat, 
though.  
 
The weather the following day was glorious, and 
instead of another trip to Mlilwane, headed off to 
Lidwala Lodge, a backpacker’s establishment and the 
start of my favourite trail – up Sheba’s Breast 
mountain, adjacent to Mlilwane Reserve. This trail 
winds through forest and grassland on the way to the 
granite top, 2 298m above sea level. Once you’ve peaked, there are panoramic views of the whole 
Ezulwini valley and Mlilwane, as well as many hilltopping butterflies. The most successful day on 
the trip – 46 species of Lepidoptera.  
 
In total 76 species were seen in eSwatini, 35 of which had not been recorded in the locus visited. 
Thanks to Cecily and her work for the Solon Foundation in enabling this citizen science 
opportunity!  
 
 
 
 

Miserable weather made walking on the rocks quite treacherous… 
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View of Mlilwane from Sheba’s Breast mountain 

Up and up the mountain… 
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Some butterfly photos from eSwatini  (Mark Liptrot) 
 
 

 

Telchinia (Telchinia) cabira 
Mlilwane NR, eSwatini 

Mark Liptrot 

Precis ceryne ceryne  
Sheba’s Breast Ezulwini, eSwatini  

Mark Liptrot 

Acraea (Stephenia) natalica 
Sheba’s Breast Ezulwini, eSwatini  

Mark Liptrot 

Papilio (Princeps) echerioides echerioides 
Sheba’s Breast Ezulwini, eSwatini 

Mark Liptrot 

Neptis laeta  
Mlilwane NR,eSwatini 

Mark Liptrot 

Bicyclus anynana anynana 
Sheba’s Breast Ezulwini, eSwatini 

Mark Liptrot 

Precis octavia sesamus 
Mlilwane NR,eSwatini 

Mark Liptrot 

Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua 
Mlilwane NR,eSwatini 

Mark Liptrot 

Charaxes (Charaxes) saturnus saturnus 
Sheba’s Breast Ezulwini, eSwatini 

Mark Liptrot 
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LepiMAP Records – Swaziland – April 2019 (Mark Liptrot) 
 
ARCTIIDAE  
Secusio strigata 
  
CRAMBIDAE  
Bocchoris inspersalis 
  
NOCTUIDAE  
Cyligramma latona  
Mocis sp. 
  
HESPERIIDAE  
Acleros mackenii mackenii (Macken's dart) 
Afrogegenes sp. (Dodger species)  
Apallaga mokeezi separata (Christmas Forrester) 
Coeliades forestan forestan (Striped Policeman) 
Kedestes callicles  (Pale Ranger) 
Pelopidas thrax (White-banded Swift) 
Spialia dromus (Forest Sandman) 
Tagiades flesus (Clouded Forester) 
Zophopetes dysmephila (Palm-tree Night-fighter) 
 
LYCAENIDAE  
Actizera lucida (Rayed Blue) 
Anthene amarah amarah (Black striped Hairtail) 
Anthene livida livida (Pale hairtail) 
Anthene sp. (Hairtail species)  
Azanus mirza (Pale Babul Blue) 
Cacyreus fracta fracta (Water Geranium Bronze) 
Cacyreus lingeus (Bush Bronze) 
Cacyreus virilis (Mocker Bronze) 
Chilades trochylus (Grass Jewel) 
Cupidopsis jobates jobates (Tailed Meadow Blue) 
Deudorix antalus (Brown Playboy) 
Eicochrysops hippocrates (White-tipped Blue) 
Lachnocnema bibulus (Common Woolly Legs) 
Lampides boeticus (Pea Blue) 
Leptotes sp. (Zebra Blue species)  
Myrina silenus ficedula (Common Fig-tree Blue) 
Pentila tropicalis tropicalis (Spotted Pentila) 
Zizeeria knysna knysna (African Grass Blue) 
Zizina otis antanossa (Dark Grass Blue) 
Zizula hylax (Tiny Grass Blue) 
 
 
 
 
 

NYMPHALIDAE  
Acraea natalica (Natal Acraea) 
Acraea neobule neobule (Wandering Donkey Acraea) 
Acraea oncaea (Window Acraea) 
Bicyclus anynana anynana  (Squinting Bush Brown) 
Bicyclus safitza safitza (Common Bush Brown) 
Brakefieldia perspicua perspicua (Eyed Bush Brown) 
Byblia ilithyia (Spotted Joker) 
Cassionympha cassius (Rainforest Brown) 
Charaxes saturnus saturnus (Foxy Charaxes) 
Danaus chrysippus orientis (African Plain Tiger) 
Hypolimnas misippus (Common Diadem) 
Junonia hierta cebrene (African Yellow Pansy) 
Junonia oenone oenone (Dark Blue Pansy 
Junonia terea elgiva (Soldier Pansy) 
Melanitis leda (Twilight Brown) 
Neptis laeta (Common Barred Sailor) 
Paralethe dendrophilus junodi (Forest Beauty) 
Phalanta phalantha aethiopica (African leopard) 
Physcaeneura panda (Dark-webbed Ringlet) 
Precis archesia archesia (Garden Commodore) 
Precis ceryne ceryne (Marsh Commodore) 
Precis octavia sesamus (Gaudy Commodore) 
Sevenia boisduvali boisduvali (Boisduval's Tree Nymph) 
Telchinia cabira (Yellow-banded Acraea) 
Telchinia esebria (Dusky Acraea) 
Telchinia serena (Dancing Acraea) 
Vanessa cardui (Painted Lady) 
 
PAPILIONIDAE  
Papilio demodocus demodocus (Citrus Swallowtail) 
Papilio echerioides echerioides (White-banded Swallowtail) 
 
PIERIDAE  
Belenois aurota (Brown-veined White) 
Belenois creona severina (African common white 
Belenois gidica abyssinica (African Veined White) 
Catopsilia florella (African Migrant) 
Colotis euippe omphale (Smoky Orange Tip) 
Colotis evagore antigone (Small Orange Tip) 
Colotis evenina evenina (Orange Tip) 
Colotis ione (Bushveld Purple Tip) 
Colotis vesta argillaceus (Veined Tip) 
Eurema brigitta brigitta (Broad-bordered Grass Yellow) 
Eurema desjardinsii regularis (Angled Grass Yellow) 
Eurema hecabe solifera (Lowveld Grass Yellow) 
Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia (Zebra White) 
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Butterfly Photography in Ghana (Bill Berthet) 
 
For the benefit of those of you who have not seen Bill Berthet’s magnificent  photographs on 
Facebook, I’ve reproduced some of them – with Bill’s comments – below: 
 

The Magnificent Forester (Euphaedra francina)  
 
The only time I am able to get a decent dorsal shot of this 
butterfly is when it lands near a mango, then slowly walks 
towards the bait, moving its wings up and down. 
 
Once positioned on the bait it closes its wings. When you make 
it move, it flies several feet away staring at you when landing 
about three feet off the ground. Scare it again and it flies rapidly 
off high into the canopy. 
 
Sometimes you come across one basking but they are almost 
always too high up, or not in the proper position for a good shot. 

 
 

The Perseis Mimic Forester (Euphaedra perseis)  
 
Rather scarce, exceptionally shy, this species is strongly 
attracted to fruit. 
We stop at the local market to pick up ripe mangos, drop them 
on the trail, then squish them with our foot. 
 
After many days in Ghana, I finally was able to get a decent 
open wing shot. When approaching them feeding on the mango 
they sense you are there, fly off landing a short distance away, 
almost always facing you not allowing a dorsal shot opportunity; 
when they do, they are usually perched too high to get a decent 
shot. 
 

 
The Widespread Forester (Euphaedra medon), Crocker's Forester (Euphaedra crockeri) and 
Common Blue-Banded Forester (Euphaedra harpalyce) 
 

 

Euphaedra francina  
Kwabena Sam Forest, New Eubiase, 

Ashanti Region, Ghana  
Bill Berthet (01 May 2019) 

 

Euphaedra perseis  
Ankasa National Park, Western Region, 

Ghana    
Bill Berthet (08 May 2019) 

 

Euphaedra medon  
Kwabena Sam Forest, New Eubiase, 

Ashanti Region, Ghana 
Bill Berthet (01 May 2019) 

 

Euphaedra crockeri  
Kwabena Sam Forest, New Eubiase, 

Ashanti Region, Ghana 
Bill Berthet (02 May 2019) 

 

Euphaedra harpalyce 
Bobiri Butterfly Sanctuary, Ashanti 

Region, Ghana 
Bill Berthet (27 April 2019) 
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The Hebes Pink Forester (Euphaedra hebes) 
Occurs in wetter forests in good condition. I only observed this 
one specimen in three and half days of photographing butterflies 
at this forest; it was attracted to mango, always at the same 
location. 
Skittish, when flushed it usually just takes off, heading back into 
the forest. 
 
 

 

 

 

Colotis ungemachi  

Steve Collins forwarded me the following paper: the Black Bordered Arab (Colotis ungemachi) has 

been discovered for the first time in Ethiopia. 

Colotis ungemachi 

 

Cartoons (Kevin Cockburn) 
 

Aside from his other talents, KZN branch chairman, Kevin Cockburn, is an accomplished 

doodler…  

Euphaedra hebes  
Kwabena Sam Forest, New Eubiase, 

Ashanti Region, Ghana 
Bill Berthet (03 May 2019) 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/Scientific%20Papers/2019/Colotis%20ungemachi.pdf
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France (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
I visited France in early June, for a holiday with my wife, Colleen and a few 
friends. 
Our first destination was Plaisance, where I spent a couple of days at the 
fabulous Les Magnolias hotel, owned by LepSoc Africa member Dietmar 
Ley and his wife, Claudia. 
The Plaisance / Brousse-le-Château area is rural France at its best: 
relatively unspoiled countryside, with 500 year old buildings and plenty of 
deciduous forest and flower-filled meadows. I didn’t see any rare 
butterflies, but if you are visiting France, I’d recommend a stay at Les 
Magnolias without hesitation. 
 

Next stop was the Pyrenees, where I’d seen loads of Apollo’s 
(Parnassius species) a couple of years previously. Unfortunately the 
weather was poor and we were probably a couple of weeks too early in 
the season, so I didn’t see many butterflies; beautiful lakes, mountains 
and rivers though... 
 
A few days on the Côte d'Azur was next on the 
agenda, where I drove a large part of the 
Monaco Grand Prix circuit at an average 
speed of about 30km/h. A highlight was a visit 
to the hill at Èze, where I saw a hill-topping 
European Charaxes (Charaxes jasius) and the 
Scarce Swallowtail (Iphiclides podalirius). 
 
 

The final week involved a barge-trip from Tannay to Migennes in the 
Burgundy area - the Canal du Nivernais. I was joined by my mother, 
Catherine, my brother, Julian, his wife Jassy and a group of eight friends 
from South Africa, who took a second boat. The barges were 
impressively large and powerful and, at first, it took a bit of brute force to 
nudge them into the impossibly narrow locks. Large quantities of Chablis probably didn’t help... 
The weather was iffy, but I saw some great butterflies along the route, including the Large Copper 
(Lycaena dispar) and the Adonis Blue (Lysandra belargus). 
 

 

Dietmar Ley at Les Magnolias 

Cauterets 

Èze 

Brousse-le-Château 
Gavarnie Ambialet 
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Some butterflies from France (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

 
The Large Copper (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
The Large Copper (Lycaena dispar dispar) was first discovered 

at Dozen's Bank near Spalding in Lincolnshire, England, in 

1749. It became extinct in the British Isles in 1851 and was last 

recorded at Bottisham in Cambridgeshire. The demise of this 

spectacular butterfly was the result of changing fenland 

management and, in particular, the draining of the fens. 

Although the species was never widespread, it is believed that 

its range included Lincolnshire, Huntingdonshire, Norfolk and 

Somerset. 

Elsewhere on the European continent two subspecies of this 

butterfly occur in isolated colonies: L. d. batava (restricted to 

Holland) and L. d. rutila, which is widespread but fairly rare and 

localized.  

There have been a few attempts to introduce the Dutch race of 

Large Copper (L. d. batava) to the UK. Unfortunately, all 

attempts to date have failed. A project is being undertaken at 

Keele University to determine the feasibility of a Large Copper 

re-establishment programme in the British Isles.  

This nominate species was first described by Haworth in 1803, 

type locality: Cambridgeshire, England. 

Aglais urticae  
Clemecy, France 

 
 

Coenonympha arcania 
Bailly, France 

 
 

Lycaena dispar rutila 
Crevant, France 

 
 

Iphiclides podalirius  
Èze, France 

 

Celastrina argiolus 
Migennes, France 

 
 

Melitaea didyma  
Èze, France 

 
 

Lycaena dispar rutila (m) 
Cravant, France 
(Jeremy Dobson) 

Lycaena dispar rutila (f) 
Cravant, France 
(Jeremy Dobson) 



30 
 

Arnold Schultze (Jeremy Dobson) 

Michael Ochse told me the story of Arnold Schultze: with the help of Wikipedia and 

Google Translate, I’ve put together the following article. 

Arnold Schultze was the son of a Prussian officer. After attending 

high school in Mainz, Koblenz and Detmold he embarked on a 

military career in 1895. 

In 1902 he joined the Foreign Office and between 1903-04 he 

took part in the survey of the border between Cameroon and 

northern Nigeria: the Yola-Chadsee border expedition, led by 

Hans Glauning.  

On October 1, 1904, he was released from this command and 

assigned to the railway regiment. In April 1905 he resigned from 

the army and entered the Imperial Protection Force of Cameroon, 

where he was promoted to lieutenant. In November 1906 he 

retired from active military service for health reasons. 

While still working as a labourer in the colonial department of the 

Foreign Office (1902/03) Schultze attended lectures in astronomy and botany at the Georg August 

University of Göttingen. Before and after the border expedition in Cameroon, he studied at the 

Seminar for Oriental Languages of the Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Berlin. After leaving the 

army, he began studying geography, natural and political sciences in Bonn. In 1910 he received 

his doctorate with a thesis on the Kingdom of Bornu on Lake Chad. In 1910/11 he participated as 

a geographer in the Central Africa Expedition of Duke Adolf Friedrich of Mecklenburg and 

published the geographical part of the scientific results of the expedition. 

After the First World War, he undertook research on butterflies on trips to Central Africa and South 

America. His last journey took him to Ecuador for four and a half years. On the return trip, on 5 

September 1939 (just after the declaration of World War II), his ship was sunk southwest of the 

Canary Islands by the British cruiser Neptune. Schultze's collection from Ecuador was lost. Only a 

suitcase with about 18,000 butterflies, which he had posted from Colombia, arrived at the Natural 

History Museum in Berlin; it was rediscovered in 2006 and evaluated for the first time. 

Schultze and his wife Herta were handed over to the French authorities in Dakar and interned in 

Sébikotane for several weeks. Due to his health and relatively advanced age of 64 years, the 

couple were released on 21 September 1939 and arrived with a Portuguese ship to Madeira, 

where he died in 1948. 

His 1916 collection of African butterflies (1916) are in the State Museum of Natural History, 

Stuttgart. Later collections of Lepidoptera from Colombia (1920, 1926 and 1927), Ubangi, Congo 

(1929 and 1931), Cameroon and Lake Chad (1932) and Ecuador, (1935 and 1939) are in the 

Museum of Natural Science in Berlin. 

Schultze named a large number of species of African lepidoptera and had many species named 

for him. These, and a summary of his numerous papers may be referred to at the following link: 

Arnold Schultze 

 

WIKIPEDIA  

Arnold Schultze 
Born 24 March 1875, Koln, Germany 

Died 22 August 1948, Madeira 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2019/ABN%202019%20-%204/Files/Shultze%20butterflies.pdf
https://de.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Arnold_Schultze.png
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Butterfly Evening  
 
The next Butterfly evening will be held on Thursday 11 July; 18h30 for 19h00. 
 
This will continue Hermann Staude’s “meet the family” program, introducing LepSoc Africa 
members to the amazing diversity of Butterflies (Lepidoptera).  
 
Butterfly Evenings are held at Ruimsig Country Club, Roodepoort, on the 2nd Thursday of every 
2nd month – please diarize!  
 
The cost is R170 per person  

 
2019 LepSoc Africa Conference (Dave Edge) 
 

LepSoc Africa will be holding its 2019 annual Conference on the 16th and 17th of November this 
year in Knysna, the home of the famous Brenton Blue, which is currently even more threatened 
with extinction following the fire of June 2017 which severely impacted on the Brenton Blue 
butterfly reserve. 
 
The theme of the conference will be "Butterfly Conservation in South Africa".  
A link to the Second Notification is attached below: 
 
LepSoc Africa Conference - Nov 2019 
 
Please contact Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com) as soon as possible, to confirm your 
attendance. 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/9tbs08he1r9pitc/2019.05.31%20LepSoc%20Africa%20Conference%20-%202nd%20Notice%20and%20Call%20for%20Papers.pdf?dl=0
mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
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Pennington’s 1 and Trimen Volume 3 
 
Mia, of Owl books, has a copy of Trimen Volume 3 for R1 500 and a copy of the 1st edition of 
Pennington's for R 500. If you are interested you can contact her at 
owlbooks.uilboeke@gmail.com  
 
Pennington’s 2 

 
Lindsay Johnston has a copy of Pennington’s (2nd edition); she bought it in Zimbabwe about 20 
years ago - it hasn't had much use and is in excellent condition. She would be happy with R1 000, 
which I believe is a good price for this valuable book. 
 
Please contact Lindsay at lindsaycello1685@gmail.com 

 
LepSoc Africa Book Stock 
 

LepSoc Africa holds a considerable stock of 

Metamorphosis journals and also books, such as The 

Emperor Moths of Namibia by Rolf Oberprieler and The 

Butterflies of Zambia by A. Heath, M. Newport and D. 

Hancock. The above books are on sale for R150 and 

R175 respectively. 

Please order using the LSA Website 

(http://lepsocafrica.org/) as follows: 

 

From the Home page, select the Publications tab 

at the top of the page. 

Select Shop near the top-right of this page. 

Select what you wish to purchase from the numerous books and back-issues of 

Metamorphosis contained on this page. 

Select the Cart and Checkout tab at the top of the page. 

Once you are happy press Go to Checkout, select the delivery method that you require 

and Place Order! 

 
  

BOOKS 

mailto:owlbooks.uilboeke@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/lindsaycello1685@gmail.com
http://lepsocafrica.org/
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Biodiversity of Angola 
 
Biodiversity of Angola by Brian Huntley, Vladimir Russo, Fernanda Lages and 
Nuno Ferrand, can be purchased from Amazon for $59.99. 
 
The book features a chapter on Lepidoptera by Luís Mendes, A. Bivar-de-Sousa 
and Mark Williams. The section includes an up to date checklist of the 792 
species of Papilionoidea currently recorded from this country. 

 
Other Books 
 
Owen Garvie (owen.garvie@mweb.co.za) has the following books for sale. They can be viewed, 
by appointment, at his home: Unit 794  Quinta Do Lago, 8  Elnita Ave, Northwold, Randburg, 
Gauteng, South Africa. 
 
   

BUTTERFLY BOOKS FOR 
SALE                                                                                                                                                                    

PRICE 

South African Red Data Book- Butterflies. South African National Scientific Programmes Report No. 158. by 
Stephen F. Henning and Graham A. Henning (1989), 175pp 

R300 

Classification and Checklist of species of Lepidoptera recorded in Southern Africa. by L.Vari, D.M. Kroon 
(2002), 384pp 

R250 

South African Red Data Book- butterflies. SANBI Biodiversity Series 13. by G. A. Henning, R.F. Terblanche 
and J.B. Ball (Editors) (2009), 158pp. 

R350 

Conservation Assessment of Butterflies of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland: Red List and Atlas. Edited 
by: S. Mecenero, J.B. Ball, D.A. Edge, M.L. Hamer, G.A. Henning, M. Kruger, E.L. L. Pringle, R.F. 
Terblanche and M.C. Williams (2013) 676pp 

R750 

 
 

 

Jana Bezuidenhout has a large butterfly collection that she wishes to sell; please contact her at  
janabz80@gmail.com 
 
If you are looking for cabinets, someone I can recommend is Brendan 
McErlaine (082 446 5136). 
 
Olivier Houe (082 455 3356 or Olivier.houe@gmail.com) can be 
contacted for trays, traps, pins or other entomological supplies. 
 
David Horne has requested a spot in “Collectors Corner”. 
David’s business, “Mad Hornet Entomological Supplies”, carry a range 
of entomological equipment; David is interested to hear about what 
items are required by collectors and breeders, in order that he may 
procure supplies at reasonable prices and ensure ready availability. 
 
Mad HorneT Entomological Supplies (A product of Horne Technologies 
CC) 
www.madhornet.co.za 
ento@hornetechnologies.co.za 
076 563 2084 

COLLECTORS CORNER

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/Dropbox/DOCUMENTS/BUTTERFLIES/LEPSOC%20AFRICA/PUBLICATIONS/AFRICAN%20BUTTERFLY%20NEWS/2019/ABN%202019%20-%203/owen.garvie@mweb.co.za
mailto:janabz80@gmail.com
mailto:Olivier.houe@gmail.com
http://www.madhornet.co.za/
mailto:ento@hornetechnologies.co.za
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English names for Afrotropical Butterflies (Jeremy Dobson) 
 

Other than for Steve Woodhall, I’ve received very few comments or assistance regarding the 
English naming project, which aims to finalize names for all 6 408 African butterfly taxa. 
 
To reiterate, the objectives of the project are as follows: 
 

1) To create a single, comprehensive and consistent list of English names for all African 
butterfly taxa. Afrotropical Butterflies includes most currently recognized English names, 
although these extend only to species level. More than 50% of African butterflies (in excess 
of 3 000 taxa) do not currently have English names. 

 
2) To create names that, where possible, assist recognition of butterflies among non-experts 

(in other words, the vast majority of butterfly enthusiasts)! Existing names will be evaluated 
and, if there appears to be a genuine benefit - in terms of consistency or enhanced 
identification and recognition cues - the names will be revised. I consider that the poor 
quality of many of the current English names for South African butterflies is a genuine 
barrier for beginners. Acara Acraea (Acraea acara), for example, is of little help to anyone 
and, previously, almost all members of the Polyommatinae were simply labelled “Blues”, 
whether they were blue or brown… 
 

Proposed names will be published in this newsletter for information and, if no comments are 
forthcoming, the names will be adopted henceforth. 

 
3) It should be possible to insert the completed list seamlessly into a world-list of 

English butterfly names: the names need to take cognizance of butterfly names used 
elsewhere in the world. 

 
In addition to being useful, I believe the names should be informative. It is important to recognize 
inter-relatedness of butterflies; for this reason, I suggest that English names for genera be applied 
consistently - a proposed list is included with the Genus Summary tables (below).  
 
In instances where there appear to be no obvious morphological, biological or behavioural 
differences between genera (Coeliades and Pyrrhiades for example), the same English name - 
Policeman - could be used for both. Conversely, it may be desirable to use different names within 
a genus, to reflect species groups or subgenera. Dull Opal, perhaps in Chysoritis, to differentiate 
C. dicksoni and C. oreas from other members of the Opal group. Who knows? If done carefully, 
the English names may outlive - or precede - scientific nomenclature. 
 
Regarding point 3 (above), some of you may have noticed that, 
in May’s newsletter, I proposed African Plain Tiger as a name for 
Danaus chrysippus orientis. This reflects the fact that Plain Tiger 
is in common use in Asia for Danaus chrysippus chrysippus, 
involving numerous books and possibly two hundred and fifty 
million English speakers. I consider that it would be wrong - and 
misleading - to apply a completely different name (African 
Monarch) to represent the local taxa; both these, very similar, 
butterflies could conceivably be seen flying together in Uganda.  
  

FEATURES

Danaus chrysippus orientis 
Steve Woodhall 
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Similarly, in this newsletter I’m suggesting African Blue Pansy (instead of Eyed Pansy) for Junonia 
orithya madagascarensis, as Blue Pansy is in general use for the nominate species, which is 
widespread in Asia. 
 
The guidelines are as follows: 
 

• If at all possible, names should assist with identification. Keys could include colour, pattern, 
size, shape, distribution, flight characteristics or behaviour.  
 

• In line with the above, authors names or the name of the discoverer (which are recognised 
in the scientific name in any case), should be avoided, if at all possible. Annotation such as 
“Common” or the names of towns or cities should be used with discretion. Remember, that 
the names apply to the entire Afrotropical region; “Northern” is unlikely to be an apt name 
for a South African taxa, unless as a distinction between northern and southern subspecies. 
 

• Names may not exceed 40 characters in length, including spaces or punctuation. Although 
not essential, by default, names should follow the structure of the scientific taxonomy: a 
name for the genus or group, a name for the species and, where applicable, a moniker to 
distinguish subspecies. Soutpansberg Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus 
entabeni) for example.  

 
We will try and “finalize” six genera every two months (one genus from each column in the table, 
below); this is a 9 year project, but if possible – and if I get assistance from enough people – I’m 
sure we can wrap this up much sooner. 
 
If there is a genus or group of African butterflies that you are especially interested in, why not help 
name them yourself! 
 
To help you choose a genus, I’ve attached a list (with the number of taxa and proposed genus-
names), below. The highlighted genera have been processed already: 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Charaxes Charaxes 457  Mimacraea Acraea Mimic 28 

Euphaedra Forester 345  Sarangesa Elfin 28 

Acraea Acraea 202  Celaenorrhinus Dark Sprite 27 

Iolaus Sapphire 174  Eagris Flat 27 

Bebearia Small Forester 163  Platylesches Hopper 27 

Lepidochrysops Giant Cupid 158  Sevenia Tree Nymph 26 

Papilio Swallowtail 157  Ypthima Three-ring 26 

Cymothoe Glider 153  Afriodinia Judy 25 

Telchinia Acraea 153  Precis Commodore 25 

Bicyclus Bush Brown 127  Hypolimnas Diadem 24 

Mylothris Dotted Border 124  Mimeresia Harlequin 24 

Anthene Hairtail 107  Appias Albatross White 23 

Neptis Sailor 104  Falcuna Marble 23 

Euriphene Nymph 101  Gorgyra Leaf Sitter  23 

Liptena Liptena 99  Brakefieldia Patroller 22 

Colotis Tip 94  Dixeia Small White 22 

Apallaga Yellow Sprite 87  Iridana Sapphire Gem 22 

Pentila Spotted Buff 81  Capys Protea 21 

Aloeides Russet 75  Neocoenyra Round Ringlet 21 

Ornipholidotos Glasswing 75  Borbo Swift 20 

Heteropsis Low-eye 70  Cerautola Angled Flash 20 

Chrysoritis Opal 69  Cupidesthes Light Hairtail 20 

Graphium Swordtail 66  Eresina Tree Buff 20 

Amauris Friar 65  Geritola Light Flash 20 

Belenois Caper White 65  Pseudonympha Brown 20 

Pilodeudorix Blue Playboy 65  Tetrarhanis On-off 20 

Neurellipes Zebra Hairtail 64  Aphysoneura Bamboo Ringlet 19 

Cephetola Dark Flash 55  Coeliades Policeman 19 

Stempfferia Plain Flash 52  Pseudathyma False Sergeant 19 

Aslauga Purple 51  Stugeta Marbled Sapphire 19 

Pseudacraea False Acraea 51  Eicochrysops Ash Blue 18 

Aphnaeus Highflyer 44  Eresiomera Pearly 18 

Cigaritis Bar 44  Euryphura Commander 18 

Euptera Euptera 41  Harpendyreus Mountain Blue 18 

Telipna Telipna 39  Thermoniphas Chalk Blue 18 

Lachnocnema Woolly Legs 38  Chloroselas Gem 17 

Strabena High-eye 37  Hewitsonia Tiger Flash 17 

Metisella Sylph  36  Paradeudorix Fairy Playboy 17 

Deudorix Playboy 35  Artitropa Night Fighter 16 

Hypolycaena Hairstreak 35  Leptotes Zebra Blue 16 

Micropentila Dots 34  Tuxentius Pie 16 

Thestor Skolly 34  Eretis Elf 15 

Alaena Zulu 33  Osmodes White-spots 15 

Kedestes Ranger 32  Eurema Grass Yellow 14 

Uranothauma Heart 32  Leona Large Recluse  14 

Euchrysops Smoky Blue 31  Leptosia Wood White 14 

Junonia Pansy 31  Tarucus Pierrot 14 

Pseudaletis Fantasy 31  Andronymus Large Dart 13 

Abantis Paradise Skipper 30  Meza Three-spot Missile 13 

Spialia Sandman 29  Nepheronia Vagrant 13 

Triclema Small Hairtail 29  Perrotia Bamboo Dart 13 

Axiocerses Scarlet 28  Stygionympha Hillside Brown 13 

Baliochila Mottled Buff 28  Gretna Twilight Skipper  12 

Ceratrichia Forest Sylph 28  Hypophytala Banded Flash 12 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Leptomyrina Black-eye 12  Pyrrhiades Policeman 6 

Myrina Fig-tree Blue  12  Tagiades Clouded Flat  6 

Orachrysops Cupid 12  Torynesis Veined Widow 6 

Vanessa Admiral 12  Tsitana Sylph  6 

Caenides Recluse 11  Zophopetes Palm Night-fighter 6 

Chilades Jewel Blue 11  Aterica Glade Nymph 5 

Trimenia Silver-spotted Copper  11  Byblia Joker 5 

Acleros Dart 10  Danaus Tiger 5 

Cacyreus Bronze 10  Euchloe Green-striped White 5 

Eurytela Piper 10  Euploea Crow 5 

Palla Palla 10  Evena Large Pathfinder 5 

Pteroteinon Red-eye  10  Gnophodes Evening Brown 5 

Astictopterus Dark Sylph 9  Hovala Malagasy Yellow Sylph 5 

Azanus Spotted Blue 9  Libythea Snout 5 

Chondrolepis Snow-horned Skipper 9  Melphinyet Forest Swift  5 

Colias Clouded Yellow 9  Physcaeneura Webbed Ringlet 5 

Cooksonia Tiger Mimic  9  Pinacopteryx Zebra White 5 

Deloneura Large Buff 9  Pseudopontia Ghost 5 

Issoria Fritillary 9  Semalea Silky Skipper 5 

Lipaphnaeus Silver Speckle 9  Spalgis Harvester 5 

Oboronia Ginger Blue 9  Tirumala Monarch 5 

Oxylides False Head 9  Actizera Rayed Blue 4 

Scopulifera Orange Sprite 9  Ampittia Ranger 4 

Citrinophila Lemon Buff 8  Apaturopsis Empress 4 

Durbania Rocksitter 8  Argyrocheila Fairy Buff 4 

Euliphyra Witch 8  Cassionympha Dull Brown 4 

Fulda Malagasy Hopper 8  Cnodontes Plain Buff 4 

Neita Large Ringlet 8  Coenyropsis Lined Ringlet 4 

Pardaleodes Pathfinder 8  Cupidopsis Meadow Blue 4 

Protogoniomorpha Mother-of-Pearl 8  Dapidodigma Virgin 4 

Tarsocera Spring Widow 8  Durbaniella Rocksitter 4 

Teriomima Yellow Buff 8  Epitola Pointed Flash 4 

Antanartia Admiral 7  Erikssonia Acraea Copper 4 

Ariadne Castor 7  Etesiolaus Green Sapphire 4 

Calleagris Milky Flat 7  Euthecta Small Buff 4 

Dingana Widow 7  Gegenes Dodger 4 

Hemiolaus Hairstreak 7  Hewitola Pointed Flash 4 

Larinopoda Pierid Buff 7  Hypomyrina Orange Playboy 4 

Salamis Mother-of-Pearl 7  Megalopalpus Harvester 4 

Serradinga Speckled Widow 7  Monza Grass Skipper  4 

Syrmoptera False Head 7  Neptidopsis False Sailer 4 

Teracolus Tip 7  Obania Obania 4 

Torbenia Glasswing 7  Ortholexis Scarce Sprite 4 

Dira Autumn Widow 6  Paralethe Bush Beauty 4 

Epitolina Dull Flash 6  Parasiomera Harlequin 4 

Fresna Acraea Hopper  6  Parnara Watchman 4 

Hypoleucis Costus Skipper 6  Parosmodes Orange 4 

Lycaena Copper 6  Pseuderesia Harlequin 4 

Melphina Forest Swift 6  Saribia Judy 4 

Paracleros Dusky Dart 6  Teniorhinus Small Fox 4 

Paronymus Large Dart  6  Toxochitona Fluttering Buff 4 

Phalanta Leopard 6  Vanessula Lady’s Maid 4 

Phasis Arrowhead 6  Xanthodisca Yellow Disc 4 

Pontia Dappled White 6  Zeritis Checkered Gem 4 
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GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT  GENUS GENUS NAME COUNT 

Afrogegenes Dodger 3  Pyrrhochalcia Policeman 2 

Arnetta Malagasy Sylph 3  Rhabdomantis Large Fox 2 

Caprona Ragged Skipper 3  Triskelionia Tricerate Elfin 2 

Coenyra Shadefly 3  Zizeeria Grass Blue 2 

Crudaria Grey 3  Aeropetes Mountain Pride 1 

Cyrestis Map 3  Afrodryas Autumn-leaf Vagrant  1 

Eresinopsides Mottled Tree Buff 3  Ankola Red Disc 1 

Flandria Forest Sylph 3  Argynnis Fritillary 1 

Gamia Grand Skipper 3  Argyraspodes Silver-spotted Copper 1 

Hallelesis Cream Ringlet 3  Batelusia Zebra Flash 1 

Harma Angled Glider 3  Calopieris Desert Beauty 1 

Kakumia Ant Buff 3  Carcharodus Sandman 1 

Kallimoides African Leaf 3  Catochrysops Shiny Blue 1 

Larsenia Swift 3  Cesa Cesa 1 

Leucochitonea White-cloaked Skipper  3  Congdonia Plain Buff 1 

Malaza Malagasy Sylph 3  Cyclyrius Island Blue 1 

Melanitis Evening Brown 3  Durbaniopsis Rocksitter 1 

Melitaea False Fritillary 3  Erionota Banana Skipper  1 

Mesoxantha Delight 3  Euryphaedra Forester 1 

Monile Jewelled Hairtail 3  Gideona Pointed Tip 1 

Phytala Forest Flash 3  Gomalia Green-marbled Sandman  1 

Pieris Large White 3  Gyrogra Leaf Sitter  1 

Prosopalpus Dwarf Skipper 3  Hamanumida Guinea-fowl 1 

Pseudonacaduba Dusky Blue 3  Herila Speckled Orange 1 

Teratoneura Isabella 3  Hipparchia Grayling 1 

Tylopaedia King Copper  3  Katreus Giant Sprite 1 

Zenonia Spotted Hopper 3  Kumothales Congo Nymph 1 

Zintha Pied Blue 3  Lampides Pea Blue 1 

Acada Axehead 2  Lepella Central Sylph 1 

Aethiopana Acraea Flash 2  Mallika Jackson’s Leaf  1 

Alenia Speckled Sandman  2  Mashunoides Marsh Ringlet 1 

Bettonula Brown Sprite 2  Moltena Banana Night-fighter  1 

Brephidium Pygmy Blue 2  Mopala Grass Skipper  1 

Brusa Marbled Swift 2  Neoepitola Congo Flash 1 

Catacroptera Pirate 2  Netrobalane Buff-tipped Skipper  1 

Catopsilia Migrant 2  Noctulana Brown Forest Swift 1 

Cynandra Brilliant Nymph 2  Oraidium Dwarf Blue 1 

Elymnias Palmfly 2  Pardopsis Polka Dot 1 

Eronia Vine-leaf Vagrant 2  Pharmacophagus Swallowtail 1 

Euryphurana Noble Commander 2  Ploetzia Hopper 1 

Harmilla Elegant Forester 2  Powellana Congo Flash 1 

Hollandus Pathfinder 2  Pseudargynnis Leopard Nymph 1 

Kobelana Large Flat 2  Pseudoneaveia Congo Flash 1 

Lachnoptera Leopard 2  Smerina Leopard 1 

Lasiommata Wall Brown 2  Tumerepedes Nigerian Buff 1 

Mashuna Marsh Ringlet 2  Vansomerenia Gem 1 

Melampias Boland Brown 2  Ypthimomorpha Three-ring 1 

Neaveia Pierine Blue 2  Zizina Clover Blue 1 

Osphantes Lobed Skipper  2  Zizula Gaika Blue 1 

Paternympha Small Ringlet 2      6408 

Pelopidas Branded Swift 2     
Procampta Elf 2     
Pseudoneptis False Sailor 2     
Ptelina Bordered Buff 2     
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The proposed name-lists for this edition are Junonia (31 taxa); Precis (25 taxa); Neita (8 taxa),  

Torynesis (6 taxa), Cyrestis (3 taxa) and Rhabdomantis (2 taxa). 

 

ENGLISH NAME FULL SCIENTIFIC NAME AUTHOR 

Cameroon Pansy Junonia africana  (Richelmann, 1913) 

Shiny-leaf Pansy Junonia agnesberenyiae  Safian, 2018  

Green-leaf Pansy Junonia ansorgei  (Rothschild, 1899) 

African Pansy Junonia artaxia  Hewitson, [1864] 

Golden Pansy Junonia chorimene  (Guérin-Méneville, 1844) 

Blue-leaf Pansy Junonia cymodoce cymodoce (Cramer, 1777) 

Central Blue-leaf Pansy Junonia cymodoce lugens (Schultze, 1912) 

Island Brown Pansy Junonia goudoti  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Dark Brown Pansy Junonia gregorii  Butler, 1896 

Volta Pansy Junonia hadrope  Doubleday, [1847] 

African Yellow Pansy  Junonia hierta cebrene Trimen, 1870 

Malagasy Yellow Pansy Junonia hierta paris Trimen, 1887 

Angolan Brown Pansy  Junonia natalica angolensis (Rothschild, 1918) 

Brown Pansy  Junonia natalica natalica (Felder & Felder, 1860) 

Island Dark Blue Pansy  Junonia oenone epiclelia (Boisduval, 1833) 

Dark Blue Pansy  Junonia oenone oenone (Linnaeus, 1758) 

Arabian Blue Pansy  Junonia orithya here Lang, 1884 

African Blue Pansy  Junonia orithya madagascariensis Guenée, 1865 

Royal Blue Pansy Junonia rhadama  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Congo Pansy Junonia schmiedeli  (Fiedler, 1920) 

Eastern Little Pansy Junonia sophia infracta Butler, 1888 

Little Pansy Junonia sophia sophia (Fabricius, 1793) 

Chestnut Pansy Junonia stygia  (Aurivillius, 1894) 

Southern Soldier Pansy  Junonia terea elgiva Hewitson, [1864] 

Horn Soldier Pansy  Junonia terea fumata (Rothschild & Jordan, 1903) 

Soldier Pansy  Junonia terea terea (Drury, 1773) 

Central Soldier Pansy  Junonia terea tereoides (Butler, 1901) 

Naval Pansy Junonia touhilimasa  Vuillot, 1892 

Usambara Blue-spot Pansy Junonia westermanni splendens (Schmidt, 1921) 

Central Blue-spot Pansy Junonia westermanni suffusa (Rothschild & Jordan, 1903) 

Blue-spot Pansy Junonia westermanni westermanni Westwood, 1870 

Air Commodore Precis actia  Distant, 1880 

Malagasy Commodore Precis andremiaja  (Boisduval, 1833) 

Darker Commodore  Precis antilope  (Feisthamel, 1850) 

Garden Commodore  Precis archesia archesia (Cramer, [1779]) 

Central Garden Commodore  Precis archesia ugandensis (McLeod, 1980) 

Western Marsh Commodore  Precis ceryne ceruana Rothschild & Jordan, 1903 

Marsh Commodore  Precis ceryne ceryne (Boisduval, 1847) 

Ocellated Commodore  Precis coelestina  Dewitz, 1879 

Paler Commodore  Precis cuama  (Hewitson, [1864]) 

Malagasy Leaf Commodore Precis eurodoce  (Westwood, [1850]) 

Toothed Commodore  Precis frobeniusi  Strand, 1909 

White-spotted Commodore  Precis limnoria limnoria (Klug, [1845]) 

Southern White-spotted Commodore  Precis limnoria taveta Rogenhofer, 1891 

Broad-banded Commodore Precis milonia milonia Felder & Felder, [1867] 

Congo Broad-banded Commodore Precis milonia wintgensi Strand, 1909 

Gaudy Commodore  Precis octavia octavia (Cramer, 1777) 

Eastern Gaudy Commodore  Precis octavia sesamus Trimen, 1883 

Fashion Commodore Precis pelarga  (Fabricius, 1775) 

Montane Commodore Precis rauana rauana (Grose-Smith, 1898) 

Central Montane Commodore Precis rauana silvicola Schultze, 1916 

Wide-banded Commodore Precis sinuata hecqui Berger, 1981 

Eastern Wide-banded Commodore Precis sinuata sinuata Plötz, 1880 

Eastern Dry-leaf Commodore  Precis tugela aurorina (Butler, 1894) 
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Central Dry-leaf Commodore  Precis tugela pyriformis (Butler, 1896) 

Dry-leaf Commodore  Precis tugela tugela Trimen, 1879 

Bikuar Large Ringlet Neita bikuarica  Mendes & Bivar de Sousa, 2006 

Plain Large Ringlet Neita durbani  (Trimen, 1887) 

Savanna Large Ringlet Neita extensa  (Butler, 1898) 

Loteni Large Ringlet Neita lotenia  (van Son, 1949) 

Large Ringlet Neita neita  (Wallengren, 1875) 

Pale Sooty Large Ringlet Neita orbipalus congdoni Kielland, 1990 

Sooty Large Ringlet Neita orbipalus orbipalus Kielland, 1990 

Lake Victoria Large Ringlet Neita victoriae  (Aurivillius, [1899]) 

Hawequas Veined Widow  Torynesis hawequas  Dickson, 1973 

Large Veined Widow  Torynesis magna  (van Son, 1941) 

Mintha Veined Widow  Torynesis mintha mintha (Geyer, 1837) 

Piquetberg Mintha Veined Widow  Torynesis mintha piquetbergensis Dickson, 1967 

Golden Gate Veined Widow  Torynesis orangica  Vári, 1971 

Lesotho Veined Widow  Torynesis pringlei  Dickson, [1979] 

African Map Cyrestis (Azania) camillus camillus Fabricius, 1781 

Malagasy African Map Cyrestis (Azania) camillus elegans Boisduval, 1833 

Wavy-line African Map  Cyrestis (Azania) camillus sublineata Lathy, 1901 

Branded Large Fox Rhabdomantis galatia  (Hewitson, [1868]) 

Fiery Large Fox Rhabdomantis sosia  (Mabille, 1891) 

 
If you are interested in this project, or are able to help in any way, please contact me at 
jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
I’d like the completed list of English names to be something LepSoc Africa can be proud of and, as 
a butterfly checklist for a biogeographical region, to be a to be world leader in terms of consistency 
and helpfulness; I’m not going to achieve this without your assistance! 
 
All contributors will be given an up to date checklist of African Papilionoidea, based on Afrotropical 
Butterflies. 

 

  

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
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Butterfly identification plates (Mark Williams) 

 
Genus Heteropsis (Part 3) 

 
 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis iboina (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis parva (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 



42 
 

         

 
Heteropsis bicristata (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis parvidens (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis uniformis (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Heteropsis avelona (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis fuliginosa (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis drepana (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Heteropsis drepana (♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

          
Heteropsis narova (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis anganavo (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

    
Heteropsis erebennis (♂r; ♂v) 
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Heteropsis wardii (♂r; ♂v) 

 
 

 

          
Heteropsis strato (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis erebina (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

         

 
Heteropsis passandava (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Heteropsis veittei (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

          
Heteropsis andravahana (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 

 

    
Heteropsis obscura (♂r; ♂v) 

 
 

 

         

 
Heteropsis harveyi (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 
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Heteropsis vanewrighti (♂r; ♂v) 

 
 

 

          
Heteropsis imerina (♂r; ♂v; ♀r; ♀v) 

 
 
 

 

  



48 
 

Butterfly Index (Jeremy Dobson and Fanie Rautenbach) 
 

The Butterfly Index is tracking trends of butterfly abundance in South Africa, post January 2018. 

 

Fanie Rautenbach is trying to get an indication of butterfly-abundance data for the preceding 

years. Using LepiMAP, he is analysing records for specific quarter-degree blocks, to establish the 

following: 

• Historically, how many butterflies have been found within a quarter-degree block and what 

percentage of these species have been observed since the year 2000? 

• What degree of human disturbance has the block experienced this century and what has 

been the degree of observer effort with regard to lepidoptera record counts? 

Once we have assessed a reasonable amount of data, we hope to be able to produce realistic 

graphs, in order to compare current butterfly-abundance curves to an historical benchmark. 

Fanie has assessed four zones this month: 

 

PRETORIA (N – E) 
 
Total number of records: 1425 
Number of records since 2000: 1060 (74.4%)  
 
Total number of species: 137 
Number of species recorded since 2000: 122 (89.1%)  
 

Evaluation: This is a reasonable result, with a large amount of recent 

observer effort. Possible reduction in butterfly abundance since the year 

2000: Less than 20% 

 

MIDRAND 

 
Total number of records: 2598 
Number of records since 2000: 548 (21.1%)  
 
Total number of species: 146 
Number of species recorded since 2000: 91 (62.3%)  
  

Evaluation: There have been few recent records, perhaps reflecting the 
high degree of recent urbanization and habitat degradation within this 
zone. The reduction in butterfly abundance could be as high as 40%   

BLOCK 2528CB 

PRETORIA (N-E) 

BLOCK 2528CC 

MIDRAND 
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PIETERMARITZBURG (E) 
 
Total number of records: 3220 

Number of records since 2000: 1731 (53.8%) 
 
Total number of species: 203 
Number of species recorded since 2000: 174 (85.7%) 
 

Evaluation: A fair amount of records have been obtained from this zone 

since the year 2000 and butterfly abundance does not appear to have 

reduced by more than 20% 

 

DURBAN 

 
Total number of records: 13548 
Number of records since 2000: 8980 (66.3%) 
 

Total number of species: 269 
Number of species recorded since 2000: 239 (88.8%) 
 

Evaluation: This continues to be a well surveyed area and butterfly 

numbers do not appear to have reduced significantly (less than 20%), 

possibly a result of well-maintained parks within Durban. 

 

 

I’ve summarized the 2019 butterfly-index results to-date in the graph below; we seem to be doing 

a bit better than last year:  

 

 

 

BLOCK 2930DA 

PIETERMARITZBURG (E) 

BLOCK 2930DD 

DURBAN 
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For the Butterfly Index, I require the number of species 

seen at a single locality in a single day. If your survey is 

superficial (less than 1-hour in duration), or based on 

observations from a suburban garden or farm, please let 

me know and I’ll multiply the number obtained by 1.5. 

Steve Woodhall’s Butterfly App is a great way of saving 

butterfly checklists. We hope to be able to export these 

lists directly to Lepibase in the not too distant future.  

 

 

 

For information, the Abundance Index (Ax) is calculated using the following formula, where n 

represents the species-count from a site and F is the percentage factor from the Biome table: 

Ax = 1+ (n / (10 * F)) 1/1.5 

 

Methodology 

 

1/. Each Province receives a monthly rating between 1 and 5 (Lesotho and Swaziland are included 

as Provinces) 

 

2/. The rating is based on the highest recorded individual monthly species-count within the 

province under consideration. The numbers are based on representatives of the Papilionoidea 

superfamily (traditional butterflies). 

 

3/. In instances where data is acquired from several biomes within a Province, the highest rating 

will be used.  

Lowveld 

Savanna or 

Forest (L.S.)

Highveld 

Savanna 

(H.S)

Highveld 

Grassland 

(H.G.)

Arid Savanna 

(A.S)

Karoo (K) Fynbos (F) Afromontane 

Forest (A.F.)

5 Excellent >80 >56 >40 >28 >20 >20 >40

4 Good 52 to 80 37 to 56 26 to 40 19 to 28 13 to 20 13 to 20 26 to 40

3 Average 29 to 51 20 to 36 15 to 25 10 to 18 8 to 12 8 to 12 15 to 25

2 Poor 11 to 28 8 to 19 6 to 14 4 to 9 3 to 7 3 to 7 6 to 14

1 Very Poor ≤10 ≤7 ≤5 ≤3 ≤2 ≤2 ≤5

0 No Data

NUMBER OF SPECIES RECORDED FROM A SINGLE LOCALITY IN A SINGLE DAY

BIOMEABUNDANCE 

INDEX

100%

70%

50%

35%

25%

25%

50%

Factor

Arid Savanna (A.S.)

Karoo (K)

Fynbos (F)

Afromontane Forest (A.F.)

Biome

Lowveld Savanna or Forest (L.S.)

Highveld Savanna (H.S.)

Highveld Grassland (H.G.)

Biome – Correction Factors 
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Annual prizes will be awarded to the most active provincial representatives! 

 

Objectives 

 

1/. To monitor long term trends in butterfly abundance throughout South Africa 

 

2/. To compare seasonal and annual abundance indexes  

 

Data – May and June: 

 

 

 
Summarized Butterfly Index Data – 2019: 
 

  

Index Score Locality Biome Observer Index Score Locality Biome Observer

Gauteng 3.4 19 Suikerbosrand H.G. Jeremy Dobson 3.3 24 Hennops River H.G. Jeremy Dobson

KwaZulu-Natal 5.1 82 Krantzkloof L.S. Steve Woodhall 4.4 63 Harold Johnson L.S. Steve Woodhall

Limpopo 0 3.6 29 Bateleur H.S. Mark Williams

Mpumalanga 3.9 34 Loding H.S. Jeremy Dobson 0

Western Cape 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0

North West 0 0

Free State 0 0

Lesotho 0 0

Swaziland 0 0

PROVINCE

2019

MAY JUN

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Gauteng 3.8 3.8 3.6 3.2 3.4 3.3

KwaZulu-Natal 3.8 3.5 3.9 4.6 5.1 4.4

Limpopo 0 2.5 4.3 0 0 3.6

Mpumalanga 4.9 0 0 4.4 3.9 0

Western Cape 0 3.8 0 0 0 0

Eastern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0

Northern Cape 0 0 0 0 0 0

Southern Cape 0 0 4.2 0 0 0

North West 2.4 0 0 0 0 0

Free State 0 0 0 0 0 0

Lesotho 0 3.8 0 0 0 0

Swaziland 0 0 0 0 0 0

PROVINCE
2019 - SUMMARY
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LepiMAP (Les Underhill)  
 
LepiMAP is helping to build up-to-date distribution maps for the butterflies and moths of Africa. 
These maps are critically important for conservation management and priority setting. Without 
good distribution maps, species conservation is largely guesswork. You can make your 
photography count for conservation by uploading your photos into the Virtual Museum 
(http://vmus.adu.org.za/).  
 
Last year, LepiMAP had its best year ever when 29,075 records were submitted. The totals have 
been above 20,000 for each of the five years from 2014 to 2018. The total number of butterfly and 
moth records uploaded via the Virtual Museum website is currently an amazing 173,307. The total 
size of the LepiMAP database is now 507,768. This includes all the historic specimen records of 
butterflies that were used in the Butterfly Atlas, SABCA, published in 2013. 
 

Please refer to the following link, to see examples of the valuable contributions being made to the 
Virtual Museum. http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/ 

 
Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity (BED) (Jonathan Colville) 
 

The Butterfly Evolutionary Diversity project (BED) is a three-year research enterprise led by 
SANBI. The BED project seeks to map patterns of evolutionary diversity for butterflies across 
South African landscapes. It aims, through collecting DNA samples of all South African butterfly 
species, to identify areas not only of high butterfly species richness and conservation concern, but 
also areas of high evolutionary importance. LepSoc Africa will be the main collecting agency for 
this project, which will also provide the phylogenetic analyses to enable us to resolve a number of 
taxonomic issues. 
 
Jonathan reports that steady progress is being made, but that the DNA sequencing work is taking 
longer than anticipated. While samples of all South African butterfly genera have been submitted, 
the extraction of good data – especially from older material – is proving problematic. He hopes to 
be able to advise LepSoc Africa shortly, regarding which genera we should be targeting next 
season.  
 
He wants to produce a preliminary report towards the end of this year and, going forward, the aim 
is to complete the Aloeides Project and to obtain DNA sequences for all South African Lycaenidae. 
 
Everyone can assist with this project: for further information, go to 
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/ 

 
  

CONSERVATION AND RESEARCH 

http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://thebdi.org/blog/2018/11/02/whats-the-value-of-a-photo/
http://www.lepsoc.org.za/projects/butterfly-evolutionary-diversity/
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Caterpillar Rearing Group (CRG) (Hermann Staude) 
 
Anybody wishing to join, please refer to the LepSoc Africa website for details 
(http://www.lepsoc.org.za/) or visit the Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/).  

 
COREL 
 
We are busy restructuring COREL (Custodians of Rare and Endangered Lepidoptera). 
 
There is a lot of work to do in this vital undertaking; if you would like to assist in any capacity, 
please contact me at jchdobson@gmail.com 
 
A link to the latest COREL guidelines is attached below: 
 
COREL - Structure and guidelines 
  

http://www.lepsoc.org.za/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/caterpillarrg/
file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dhewypd72x322la/Reorganisation%20of%20the%20COREL%20programme.pdf?dl=0
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Aloeides Project (Jeremy Dobson) 
 
A summary of Aloeides Project data collected to date is as follows: 

 

 

  

Collector Records Taxon Records

Jeremy Dobson 131 Aloeides damarensis damarensis 35

Alan Gardiner 76 Aloeides trimeni trimeni 34

Peter Ward 47 Aloeides henningi 30

André Coetzer 29 Aloeides pierus 24

Mark Williams 22 Aloeides aranda 18

Christopher Dobson 16 Aloeides dryas 17

Peter Webb 12 Aloeides swanepoeli 15

Andrew  Morton 9 Aloeides oreas 15

Dave Edge 9 Aloeides penningtoni 14

Harald Selb 7 Aloeides titei 13

Andrew  Mayer 7 Aloeides macmasteri 13

Reinier Terblanche 5 Aloeides taikosama 13

Steve Woodhall 5 Aloeides dicksoni 8

Hayden Warren-Gash 4 Aloeides dentatis dentatis 8

Ray Jones 4 Aloeides depicta 7

Graham Henning 4 Aloeides maluti 7

Etienne Terblanche 2 Aloeides juana 6

Johan Greyling 2 Aloeides susanae 6

391 Aloeides rossouwi 6

Aloeides molomo molomo 6

Aloeides bamptoni 5

Aloeides arida 5

Aloeides carolynnae carolynnae 5

Aloeides gowani 5

Aloeides barklyi 5

Aloeides caledoni 4

Aloeides thyra thyra 4

Aloeides thyra orientis 4

Aloeides margaretae 4

Aloeides pallida littoralis 4

Aloeides plowesi 4

Aloeides dentatis maseruna 4

Aloeides simplex 4

Aloeides almeida 4

Aloeides damarensis mashona 3

Aloeides nubilus 3

Aloeides molomo krooni 3

Aloeides quickelbergei 3

Aloeides stevensoni 3

Aloeides griseus 2

Aloeides vansoni 2

Aloeides apicalis 2

Aloeides rileyi 2

Aloeides trimeni southeyae 2

Aloeides nollothi 2

Aloeides barbarae 1

Aloeides caffrariae 1

Aloeides egerides 1

Aloeides molomo handmani 1

Aloeides pallida grandis 1

Aloeides pallida jonathani 1

Aloeides pallida pallida 1

Aloeides mbuluensis 1

391
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Before publishing the initial paper next year, my goal is to acquire a minimum of 500 records, 
containing samples of 60 taxa; 80% of the currently recognized taxonomic list (75 taxa). Currently, 
we have 391 records, comprising 53 taxa, so we are 78% and 88% of the way respectively! 

I’m sure we can acquire another 109 records next season. Obtaining records for another 7 taxa 
might be trickier, but to assist you, I’ve attached a list of the “missing” butterflies (below). 
Ultimately, I’d like to obtain samples from all these taxa, but this probably won’t be possible before 
the end of next season. 

Missing Taxa Author 

Aloeides angolensis  Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides argenteus  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Aloeides braueri  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides carolynnae aurata Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides clarki  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides conradsi angoniensis Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides conradsi conradsi (Aurivillius, 1906) 

Aloeides conradsi jacksoni Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides conradsi talboti Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides kaplani  Tite & Dickson, 1977 

Aloeides lutescens  Tite & Dickson, 1968 

Aloeides merces  Henning & Henning, 1986 

Aloeides molomo coalescens Tite & Dickson, 1973 

Aloeides molomo kiellandi Carcasson, 1961 

Aloeides molomo mumbuensis Riley, 1921 

Aloeides monticola  Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides mullini  Henning & Henning, 1996 

Aloeides namibiensis  Henning & Henning, 1994 

Aloeides pallida juno Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides pallida liversidgei Pringle, 1994 

Aloeides pringlei  Tite & Dickson, 1976 

Aloeides tearei  Henning & Henning, 1982 
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Metamorphosis  
 
As noted in March’s newsletter, Dave Edge has taken over as Editor of Metamorphosis from Mark 

Williams, who has retired. Silvia Kirkman is the Sub Editor responsible for production and will be 

mentored by Dave as she becomes familiar with the work involved. 

 

Unfortunately, Alan Gardiner has relinquished his position as Sub Editor responsible for scientific 

quality and strategic planning, as he believed that he was unable to make a meaningful 

contribution at this stage. 

 

Due to the large number of articles, Volume 29 (2018) has been produced in two editions, to make 
the publications more manageable and less expensive to post: 
 

• Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 1 : R150 excluding postage 
 

• Metamorphosis journal Volume 29 Part 2 : R160 excluding postage 
 

Please contact Dave at orachrysops@gmail.com or Silvia at silviakirkman@gmail.com should you 

wish to purchase copies. 

 

New articles in Metamorphosis: 

• A new locality for Thestor dicksoni malagas Dickson & Wykeham, 1994 (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae: Miletinae) in the Western Cape Province, South Africa 

Mark Williams 

  

PUBLICATIONS 

mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
mailto:silviakirkman@gmail.com
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Gauteng  
 
I visited Walter Sisulu Botanical Gardens (WSBG) and the surrounding hills in May. There were 
few butterflies in the grassland, but several on the flowers within the garden. 
Species count: 23; Abundance Index 3.2 (Average – Highveld Savanna). 
 
A visit to Suikerbosrand in late May yielded 19 Species; Abundance index 3.4 (Average – Highveld 
Grassland), while Hennop’s River in June recoded 24 species in June: 3.3 (Average – Highveld 
Savanna) 
 

 

Mpumalanga 
 

Mark Williams and I visited Loding on 29 May. We found 34 species (Index: 3.9), including several 
Van Son’s Charaxes (Charaxes vansoni) and a single Ragged Skipper (Caprona pillaana).  
 

 
  

REGIONAL ROUNDUP 

Junonia orithya madagascariensis 
WSBG, Gauteng 

Junonia hierta cebrene 
Suikerbosrand, Gauteng 

Lachnocnema durbani 
WSBG, Gauteng 

 

Colotis regina 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Teracolus eris eris 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Teracolus subfasciatus  
Loding, Mpumalanga 
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I’ve attached a few photos (below) from Christopher Willis, which he took during our visit to Loding 

in May. 

 

 

 

Limpopo 

 
Mark Williams visited Bateleur in June and recorded 29 species (Index 3.6), including three new 
species-records for the reserve: 

• Chequered Ranger (Kedestes lepenula) 

• Dwarf Blue (Oraidium barberae) 

• Grizzled Bush Brown (Bicyclus ena) 
The latter species, Bicyclus ena, has perhaps been historically overlooked: there have been a few 
records for this butterfly from the Waterberg in recent years. 
 
 

KwaZulu-Natal 
 

The KZN branch of LepSoc Africa arranged a visit to Harold Johnson 
over the weekend of 15 – 16 June. 
 
There was also a visit to Dlinza, Eshowe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Pioneer Caper White (Belenois 
aurota) covered in dew. 

Harold Johnson  
(Steve Woodhall) 

Pinacopteryx eriphia eriphia  
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Christopher Willis 
 
 

Gomalia elma elma  
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Christopher Willis 
 
 

Iolaus (Epamera) mimosae rhodosense 
Loding, Mpumalanga 

Christopher Willis 
 
 

Eastern Gold-spotted Sylph 
(Metisella metis paris)  

Dlinza 
(Wayne Johnston) 

Wanderer False Acraea 
(Pseudacraea eurytus imitator)  

Dlinza  
(Wayne Johnston) 
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Johan Heyns has a large collection of photographs, which we will include as a regular feature in 
this newsletter.  
 
We move on to the Eribidae family 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Asota speciosa 
Johan Heyns 

Anoba anguinilea  
Johan Heyns 

 

 

Automolis meteus  
Johan Heyns 

 

Automolis sp. 
Johan Heyns 

 

Plecoptera annexa 
Johan Heyns 

 

Plecoptera resistens  
Johan Heyns 

 

OTHER BUTTERFLIES
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Uganda (Rogers Muhwezi) 
 

Harald Selb, Johan Greyling and Stefan Nauman visited Mpanga in April, where they met up with 

Rogers.  

Refer to LATEST NEWS 

 

Namibia (Martin Weigand) 
 

Martin Weigand photographed the rare Namib Ragged Skipper 

(Caprona cassualalla) at Wabi Game Ranch on 24 April 2019. 

 

An article by Martin, featuring the discovery earlier this year of a 

locality for the Namib Acraea (Acraea hypoleuca), by Katharina 

Redig, Elke Erb and Martin, was published in the Namib Times 

recently. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

AFRICA DESK

Caprona cassualalla 
Wabi Game Ranch, Namibia 

(Martin Weigand) 
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Ghana 
 

Sudheer Kommana visited Ghana in May; I’ve attached a few photos from his trip below: 

 

 

Cameroon 
 

Refer to a trip report by Jeremy Dobson under LATEST NEWS. 

 

Angola 
 

Rogerio Fereira has been posting some great photos on Facebook from Angola:  

Cymothoe aubergeri 
Ghana 

Sudheer Kommana 

Bebearia tentyris 
Ghana 

Sudheer Kommana 

Euriphene gambiae 
Ghana 

Sudheer Kommana 

Mylothris chloris 
Ghana 

Sudheer Kommana 

Euphaedra ceres 
Ghana 

Sudheer Kommana 

Baliochila hildegarda 
Ghana 

Sudheer Kommana 
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Elected Executive Councillors and LSA Directors: 

 

• Jeremy Dobson (Chairman) 

• Justin Bode (Secretary) 

• Peter Ward (Treasurer) 
 

Co-opted Councillors 
 

• Dave Edge (Editor of Metamorphosis) 

• Reinier Terblanche (Conservation, Research and Permits) 

• Steve Woodhall (Marketing) 
 
Branch Chairmen 
 

• Andre Coetzer (Highveld – Gauteng, North West and Free State) 

• Kevin Cockburn (KwaZulu-Natal) 

• Andrew Morton (Western Cape) 

• Ernest Pringle (Eastern Cape) 

• Dave Edge (Southern Cape) 

• Vaughan Jessnitz (Limpopo) 
 
LSA Council held a meeting on 21 May.  
 
The price of Metamorphosis Volume 29 – Part 1 is R150, excluding postage. Part 2 costs R160. 
Various postage options with different pricing are available.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Annual subscription 
fee (current year i.e. 

2018) 

Metamorphosis 
printed copy 

(preceding year i.e. 
2017) 

Annual subscriptions, 
plus printed copy of 

Metamorphosis 

Category 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 
South 

African 
Inter-   

national 

Sponsor R 1 200 R 1 400 Included Included R 1 200 R 1 400 

Ordinary R 270 R 400 R 125 R 125 R 395 R 525 

Pensioner (over 60 yrs) R 200 R 280 R 125 R 125 R 325 R 405 

Student (under 23 yrs) R 150 R 250 R 125 R 125 R 275 R 375 

LEPSOC AFRICA COUNCIL
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Silvia (Mecenero) Kirkman, Co-Editor of Metamorphosis is featured this month.  
 

I was born and raised in Pretoria. I studied at Tukkies up to Masters 
(Zoology) level and completed my PhD at UCT (Animal Demography 
Unit; ADU) where I looked at various aspects of the diet of the Cape Fur 
Seal from three mainland colonies in Namibia. So you may ask, where 
do butterflies fit in? 
 
As a young child I loved exploring our lovely garden and collecting bugs. 
I had lots of silkworms over many years, and these got me into checking 
the garden for caterpillars. I found and reared several hawk moth 
caterpillars, my favourites back then because they were so big and 
friendly. I also loved teasing the late-instar P. demodocus caterpillars on 
our citrus trees. During early high school we had a Biology project to put 
together a small insect collection, and I chose butterflies – I was very 

proud of my six butterflies that I pinned and set in my own way. This got me very interested in 
butterflies and I bought a number of butterfly books and read them over and over again, learning 
also how to label specimens and collect data. Every travel adventure I went on, I always ran 
around looking for butterflies to photograph (I prefer photography to collecting), sometimes to the 
frustration of company. What utter amazement when my husband and I ended up at the Iguazu 
Falls in South America in 2000 – a treasure-chest of magnificent butterflies, I was in paradise.  
 
Soon thereafter, I became established within the ADU as a PhD student, and I was exposed to the 
bird, frog and reptiles atlases they were producing. I loved the atlas and conservation assessment 
concept and started to dream about a butterfly atlas. Fortunately, the ADU decided to look into 
this, and Les Underhill and James Harrison managed to set things in motion with LepSoc and 
SANBI (starting 2004), and the butterfly atlas project was launched in 2005. I had the privilege of 
managing the Southern African Butterfly Conservation Assessment (SABCA) project from 2005 
until 2012, based at the ADU. I learnt many valuable skills from the ADU team, for which I’m very 
grateful. This presented the great opportunity to manage the second round of the conservation 
assessments through the Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment (SALCA) 
project (2015-2018; Brenton Blue Trust/LepSoc) – outcomes of this project are to be published 
later this year. At the same time as SALCA, I was also involved in SANBI’s Karoo BioGaps project, 
where I managed the digitisation and georeferencing aspect of the project. One of the BioGaps 
taxon groups was butterflies, and I managed to help Dave Edge with some of the required 
BioGaps butterfly field work – so at least, for a change, I managed to get out a bit and do some fun 
field work instead of always being in front of a computer crunching data. 
 
Although I still love butterflies, my main interest in Lepidoptera shifted to moths about seven years 
ago. They’re such a vast and fascinating group and there’s always something new to discover. I 
jumped at the opportunity to join the CRG when Hermann started it and have helped with various 
aspects of the CRG, including helping with the Facebook group and the CRG publication. My main 
Lepidoptera passion now is rearing caterpillars (mainly moths). I have reared 112 species from 
156 rearings. I have a number of outstanding submissions from the past four years, which I aim to 
submit soon. Sadly, SALCA and BioGaps kept me so busy that I’ve hardly reared anything in the 
last couple of years, but I’m pleased to say I’m getting back on track now (I have two rearings on 
the go) and can’t wait to rear many more Lepidoptera. 
 

FOCUS ON… 
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Please forward any photographs that you would like to display in this Newsletter and they will be 

included, if at all possible; any photographs accompanied with proof-of-payment to LepSoc Africa, 

to the amount of R50 per picture, will automatically be included! 

There will be a Photograph of the Month (two in each episode); the season runs from August to 

July and the annual winner is announced in September’s edition. The decision, by the editor, is 

final and will be based on photographic merit, but may be swayed by donations to the Society. 

Would any photographers out there please send any recent pictures that you would like to include, 

with your identification and the month that the photograph was taken, to jchdobson@gmail.com 

  

AUGUST 2018 
Raimund Schutte 
Cigaritis namaqua 

(Steinkopf, Northern Cape) 

 

SEPTEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Aphaeus hutchinsonii  
(Mandawe, KZN) 

 

OCTOBER 2018 
Michael Ochse 

Papilio zalmoxis  
(Ebogo Cameroon) 

 

NOVEMBER 2018 
Steve Woodhall 

Pseudacraea boisduvalii trimenii 
(Balito, KwaZulu-Natal) 

 

DECEMBER 2018 
Dave Richards 

Danaus chrysippus dorippus 
(Masai Mara National Park, Kenya) 

 

PHOTOGRAPH OF THE MONTH

JANUARY 2019 
Raimund Schutte 

Hemiolaus caeculus caeculus 
(Mphaphuli, Limpopo) 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Peter Sharland 

Capys alpheus extentus 
(Donkerkloof, Limpopo) 

 

MARCH 2019 
Sudheer Kommana 

Hypolimnas usambara 
(Dar es Salaam, Tanzania) 

 

APRIL 2019 
Steve Woodhall 
Abantis bicolor 

(Krantzkloof, KZN) 

 

file:///C:/Users/jchdo/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/jchdobson@gmail.com
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Entries for May 

 

 

 

 

 

MAY 
 
May’s winner is Bill Berthet, for this great picture 
of Edward’s Forester (Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) 
edwardsii edwardsii). 
 
In my experience, this is one of the most shy and 
elusive members of this genus, so this is a 
remarkable shot. 
 
The picture was taken at Kwabena Sam Forest, 
Ashanti Region, Ghana on 04 May 2019. 

Cymothoe fumana 
Sudheer Kommana 

(Ghana) 
 

Euphaedra themis 

Sudheer Kommana 
(Ghana) 

 
 

Gamia buchholzi   
Bill Berthet 

 (Bobiri, Ghana) 
 

 
 

Hypolimnas salmacis salmacis 
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Camp Kombo, Cameroon) 
 

Papilio zalmoxis  
Jeremy Dobson 

 (Ebogo, Cameroon) 
 
 
 

Euriphene veronica 
Sudheer Kommana 

(Ghana) 
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Entries for June 

 

 
 

  

Hypolycaena antifaunus antifaunus  
Sudheer Kommana 

(Ghana) 

Charaxes (Charaxes) varanes varanes 
Colin Jennings 

 (Queensburgh, KZN) 
 
 
 

Anthene livida livida 
Andre Coetzer 

 (Fairland, Gauteng) 
 
 

Euphaedra (Euphaedrana) alacris  
Robert Bagonza 

 (Mpanga, Uganda) 
 
 
 
 
 

Colotis antevippe gavisa  
Reinier Terblanche 

 (Lephalale, Limpopo) 
 
 

Junonia sophia infracta 
Robert Bagonza 

 (Mpanga, Uganda) 
 
 
 

JUNE 
 
June’s winner is Steve Woodhall, with this 
picture of the Pink Laced Emerald 
(Comostolopsis stillata). 
 
The photo was taken at Harald Johnson 
Nature Reserve during the course of the 
KZN branch visit in June. 
 
Described from the Cape, this butterfly is 
widespread in Africa. 
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE ADVENTURE  
By A G Plowes   
 
CÔTE OF MANY COLOURS - this was the descriptive heading of a newspaper article we read of 
this country before our planned holiday; and the Ivory Coast proved to be just that! Palm fringed 
lagoons, magnificent tropical rain forests, friendly people, and a fascinating variety of colourful 
butterflies. Some people we spoke to said we would find it a very Third World place, yet you see 
plenty of expensive modern cars (mostly French makes) on the road and tall modern buildings in 
the Plateau region of Abidjan. Their road network is said to be the best in West Africa and they are 
better off than most of their neighbouring states. However, you also get glimpses of squalid slums 
on the outskirts of Abidjan.   
The holiday was carefully planned from early in the year and we had many fax exchanges with a 
Côte d’Ivoire tour company, recommended by their air carrier, Air Afrique. The time of the year that 
we went (December/early January) was governed by my work, being the longest time I could be 
away from office. Also, from a rainfall map in one of the children’s old school atlases, there should 
have been rain up to near the time of our holiday. Being north of the Equator, it was in actual fact 
their “winter” time, yet still hotter and more humid than Durban in mid-summer! We told the tour 
company we wanted to collect near the coast, in the centre of the country and in their mountainous 
area near Man. They came back with a suggested itinerary which, to our delight, included staying 
at various forest research stations. Eventually arrangements were finalised and apart from the 
payment of the final instalment of the tour cost, all we had to do was wait for the eagerly awaited 
departure date and get ourselves as knowledgeable with the French language as possible.  We 
did not need to be highly fluent in the language because we were being supplied with an 
interpreter in addition to a chauffeur and a guide named Sema, who was on loan to us from their 
Department of Forestry and Environment and had previously assisted lepidopterists and has a 
good knowledge of the local butterfly population. He does some collecting himself.   
The morning of 16th December saw us winging our way to Côte d’Ivoire on an Air Afrique flight.  
There was a stopover at Brazzaville of about one hour to change crew, pick up passengers, etc.  
Meals on board the Air Afrique plane were very good, as was the service by the crew. We arrived 
at Abidjan airport in the late afternoon/early evening to a warm welcome fit for a diplomat from four 
of the tour company staff headed by the boss/owner. They had a welcome sign with their company 
name and our name on it so that we could identify them. The tour company boss (a French lady 
with a lot of character and influence) took our passports and arrival forms to be processed while 
we waited for our luggage. She was so quick in getting our documentation done for us that our 
luggage was still coming off the plane by the time she re-joined us. She hustled her staff in loading 
our luggage on to baggage trolleys and it was wheeled straight out of the building without even 
being checked! Brian’s case however had been put on the wrong conveyor by the airport staff and 
we had an anxious wait outside in the tour vehicle until it was found.   
Our first stop that night was the Orstom Research Station some 30km. from Abidjan. (Our guide, 
Sema, whom we had still to meet, is based here). After a restful night in oldish, high-ceilinged but 
air-conditioned rooms, Antonio (a French speaking Spanish man from the tour office) arrived and 
introduced us to the guide and the interpreter. Orstom is situated on an offshoot of the still 
extensive Banco forest outside Abidjan.  We were told it is the only safe area there to collect, 
being guarded and fenced. The rest of the Banco forest is said to be used as a hide-out by bandits 
and thieves who are often armed and dangerous.   
Although overcast with a morning mist over the tropical rain forest, butterflies in the tropics fly 
undeterred and we were soon excitedly swiping at innumerable “prime experiences”. Traps were 
hurriedly put up and soon began to draw in the Charaxinae. Our guide had obtained a bucketful of 
very over ripe bananas which had been left in their skins.  Unlike us, he did use not dishes. He 

TRAWLING THE ARCHIVES… 
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splits the bananas down one side and lays two or three on each trap floor with the opened sides 
up. It is very effective. Maybe the skin being left on keeps them juicy and makes them more 
attractive to the Charaxes. He chooses a longish variety of banana and looks for ones whose 
skins have gone all black with over-ripeness.   
While the high placed traps yielded very good catches, those at lower levels also took fair 
numbers. We caught so many butterflies most days that time only permitted setting a small 
percentage and we had to put the rest in envelopes and store them in boxes brought with us. By 
the end of the first day we already had our first ever specimens of Palla (something I had been 
looking forward to), besides many other exciting catches. We also saw Palla on the wing besides 
two caught in the traps. Just before 3.00pm. we packed up ready to move to Agboville. Before 
leaving Abidjan however, we needed to go to a bank to cash some traveller’s cheques. Because it 
so hot in the middle of the day, they have very long lunch breaks, and businesses stay open until 
dusk. It was when we went to the bank that we were really grateful for a chauffeur. Not only does 
Côte d’Ivoire follow the continental way of driving on the right, but the business area of Abidjan, 
Plateau, is a seething mass of humanity, cars and buses all fighting to get somewhere. There are 
a lot of informal traders at the side of the roads and everywhere they can squeeze a stall in. It is 
here that one becomes very aware of modern buildings rubbing shoulders with Third World 
structures and habits. Our stay in Agboville was at the Hotel La Kavi; a very comfortable quite 
modern hotel, again with air conditioned rooms. We were grateful for the comfort of the air 
conditioners after the heat of the day! Our collecting there was done in the Yapo Forest next 
morning. It is a lush exciting-looking forest; however we did not catch as much as at Orstom.  
Because we were moving to Lamto after lunch on that same day, we tried collecting early (starting 
at about 8.30am.) but it seemed too cool and damp for the first couple of hours.  Things then 
started to appear as the day warmed, but it would soon be time to leave.   
A memorable sight here were numerous diaphanous, white, gossamer-like Pseudopontia 
paradoxa, feebly flopping about in shade at the forest edge. They are strange primitive-looking 
rounded wing butterflies with no easily discernible “clubs” on their short antennae.  At Lamto, we 
stayed on a research station. The Research Officer in charge was a very pleasant and helpful 
Frenchman who ensured we got comfortably settled. Although very dry here (the rain must have 
ended by early November) we managed to get some good species. In the riverine bush near the 
station, I netted a very beautiful giant skipper, Pyrrochalcia iphis. I nearly ignored it as it flew 
weakly overhead in a manner reminiscent of the dark metallic blue moths one frequently sees.  
However, once disturbed they are as swift as any typical skipper. Brian and I searched and 
managed to get a few more by chasing after them in the difficult dense undergrowth near the river 
and ended up with 4 specimens. We found large brightly marked caterpillars which the Research 
Officer confirmed were the P. iphis larvae and identified their food plant as Acridocarpus 
smeathmannii (Molighiaceae).  He said we should have come while the rains were still on as there 
is much more flying then. Lamto reserve is mostly a dry woodland area dotted with palm trees that 
had become degraded from bad agricultural practices.  The veld is now being rested to rejuvenate 
natural vegetation. Everywhere, invader plants have largely taken over.  There is a lot of 
Chromalena odorata growing in Côte d’Ivoire - alongside the roads and in the savannah areas, 
etc.  Being a tropical climate, the plants grow much bigger than in South Africa.  They have tried 
burning the Chromalena at Lamto, but, because the burning destroys natural indigenous plants, 
the Chromalena regrows thicker than ever, so they are now trying other approaches to the 
problem. There is plenty of delicious fruit available and of course it grows very big in the tropical 
climate. The paw paws available here have a very nice tasting red flesh, which is better than we 
mostly get at home.   
Our next stop entailed a long journey, largely on dirt road, to the Comoe National Park at Kakpin, 
in the North East corner of Côte d’Ivoire on the edge of the savannah area. A rather tragic sight is 
the number of timber trucks taking huge logs to the harbour to export overseas.  While it will bring 
in some foreign currency to the country, the loss of such beautiful old forest giants for the sake of 
making furniture is distressing, and of course in their place the invader plants take advantage.  We 
had a close shave with one such timber truck which came belting around a corner right in the 
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middle of the narrow dirt road.  The truck driver had no hope avoiding us, but fortunately our ever 
alert chauffeur swung our vehicle out of the way a bit into the bush, from which we had to reverse 
after the truck had gone. A little distance on we came to the Comoe River, which had to be 
crossed by means of a pont. This was manually winched over along cables strung across the river.  
The river here is quite wide and placid. Our minibus had a bit of difficulty in getting on to the pont 
because of the steep ramps and we wondered whether it would land up in the drink when the pont 
moved slightly as the vehicle started up the ramp. About 10kms. further on is the Comoe Park with 
its rustic hutted accommodation. Our rondavel had a shower and toilet (only cold water shower 
which is all one needs in that hot climate). The electricity and water supply relied on a generator, 
which was only switched on for short periods in the morning and evening. By pre-arrangement, we 
picked up a game guide on our way to the Comoe hutted camp. He would accompany us around 
to ensure our safety as there are apparently some lion in the Park. (We didn’t see any thank 
goodness!) I cannot imagine a butterfly net being much defence against an attacking lion! The only 
wildlife we saw were a number of hippo in the Comoe River, and some antelope and baboons. On 
our first day of collecting at Kakpin, we drove to a spot further up the Comoe River, after setting up 
some traps near the camp. The rest of the traps were taken with us and put up near the river 
where we wandered round with our hand nets. Although the veld was very dry here, the traps 
yielded some good Charaxes, including C. lactetinctus, C. jasius epijasius, C. imperialis and C. 
pythodoris. On the second day at Kakpin, Pam stayed in the camp to avoid the blood hungry 
tsetse flies in the bush as her legs looked like a bad attack of chickenpox, leaving Brian and me to 
get on with the collecting.  As one walks through the long grass, one hears the loud buzzing from 
behind one of the flies in hot pursuit.  Instead of an intended 4.00 a.m. early start to Gouessesso 
on the third day, we only got away at 6.00 a.m., largely because the generator was not started 
early enough to supply water and lights. It was a relief to get back on to tar road at Katiola after the 
long dirt road from Comoe. We stopped for a picnic lunch at the side of the road not far from a 
man selling palm wine, some of which we bought to add to the bait as we had heard it is very 
effective. After further stops for fuel and liquid refreshment, we arrived at the Hotel les Lianes at 
Gouessesso just before 9.00 pm. on 22nd December.  In that one day we had travelled from near 
the Eastern side right over to the Western side of Côte d’Ivoire. Gouessesso is in quite high hilly 
country to the north of Man. We enjoyed a most welcome dinner, had a shower and fell into bed. 
The rooms were neat and comfortable, and stayed cool during the day despite there being no air 
conditioners, because of the thick thatched roofs and the adjustable wooden louver windows. Air 
conditioners were not so necessary here because of the higher altitude.   
A local resident was assigned to accompany us around Gouessesso, as our guide from Orstom 
was not familiar with this area. There was a patch of dense forest not far from the hotel, to which 
this new guide led us. Here again, Chromalena was very much in evidence along the path leading 
to the forest, though some attempt was being made to eradicate it. Our first day collecting at 
Gouessesso was very rewarding with so much on the wing around one. Most of the traps were 
hung in a broad sunny clearing where we did most of collecting. There were also some good 
things to be caught along the path through the forest, such as large Satyrinae of the Elymniopsis 
group (their undersides are striated reminding one of their small cousins, Physcaeneura panda 
and P. pione). At Gouessesso we made up an experimental palm wine and banana mix.  The 
reaction, assisted by the heat of the day, was quite astounding. Our “witch’s brew” would have 
bubbled all over the bedroom floor if we had not laid newspaper under the bait pot. This stay at 
Gouessesso was one of the longer spells at any one spot on the trip. This gave us time to relax 
and enjoy the place, though we did find it handy to keep everything in our cases instead of wasting 
time unpacking and repacking.   
Christmas Eve dawned and we went for a drive towards Sipolilo Ranch some 15km away, in 
search of some different forest habitats, as the traps had not been yielding much at Gouessesso, 
and also we had pretty well exhausted the variety in the small patch of dense forest near the hotel.  
This excursion yielded some quite good things, but there was insufficient moisture to sustain much 
variety and we returned to the hotel for lunch. After lunch, we went back to the forest near the 
hotel.  The contents of the traps at Gouessesso were disappointing with hardly any Charaxes, but 
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myriads of small brown Satyrinae. (The traps at Gouessesso though, did procure two beautiful 
Kallima rumia.)  For some time we had had the feeling that our interpreter cum tour guide was 
being rather obstructive as to where we could go. At Gouessesso, particularly, it seemed he did 
not see fit to go far from the hotel. On Christmas Day I told him that we had had enough of just 
collecting locally and that we had an agreement with the tour company to explore high ground 
near Man.  He said he would phone the tour company for confirmation. Anyway, a firm stand with 
him got us the much needed trip to Man. It was a pity though that we had not gone there earlier as 
the area near the Man waterfall had probably the greatest concentration and variety of butterflies 
we saw on the whole trip. By the time we eventually won the concession, it was too late to arrange 
a picnic lunch which would have enabled us to stay there the whole day.   
Our collecting stop near Man was by a stream running down a forested gully alongside the road 
towards the waterfall, about ½km further down. (The waterfall itself is a great tourist attraction and 
has a little tea-room nearby. The waterfall area is fenced off and the gate guard would not let us 
collect there as it is a nature reserve.) For the short time beyond the falls we literally filled our 
boots.  Brian and Pam enjoyed themselves catching a variety of Nymphalids. They also found a 
number of Charaxes on some animal dung not far from where we stopped.  Among the more 
special butterflies we caught were a yellow Cymothoe egesta, some red Cymothoe and the 
beautiful blue Salamis cytora. I found a very productive area on the other side of the stream where 
there were a number of beautiful big brown Euphaedra which look as though they have been 
stamped with a blue “V” across their upper side. Another fascinating sight there was seeing a 
spectacular Salamis cytora having a playful aerial battle with an exquisite blue Hypolimnas 
salmacis. Although our tour guide was agitating to get back to the hotel for lunch, we managed a 
brief visit to the falls to take some video shots before leaving.    
The day after our trip to Man we made an early start on the journey to Tai Forest, where we would 
be staying at the research station.  The road passed through Tai village where we were to stop for 
lunch and get permits for collecting in Tai Forest.  Tai village is only 5kms. from the Liberian 
border where there is a full scale civil war going on.  We were told that one sometimes hears gun 
fire in the distance.  We had to endure numerous army and police roadblocks and near forest 
areas there were also Department of Forestry officials. There were also customs roadblocks near 
the border with Liberia. The road after Guiglo becomes dirt of a fair standard, while the final road 
into the Tai forest was pretty bad in parts.  The “middle mannetjie” was often too high for our bus 
to keep in the tracks, so the driver had to straddle one side while trying to dodge overhanging 
bush. One could imagine the road becoming impassable at the height of the rains. The 
accommodation at Tai Forest was very basic. At one time the research station had been 
sponsored by UNESCO. The place had been wired for electricity run off of two generators, but 
with more pressing needs of a quite poor country, it had become too costly for them to buy fuel 
and parts to keep the generators running.  One of the senior men of the tour company turned up 
with a chef in another of their vehicles.  We had also picked up two fellows in Tai village on the 
way to the forest who would pump water for us. The dining and lounge area was a large rustic 
thatched structure with open sides. There were plenty of comfortable chairs to relax in. The gas 
refrigerator was very dilapidated and contrary, with the result that most of the meat went off.  
Some replacement meat had to be got from Tai village and our enterprising shopping party came 
back with some “on the hoof” in the form of two hens.   
Each day the earlier mornings were overcast with low misty clouds; this being from all the moisture 
in the forest. Everywhere the foliage was at first dripping wet.  By mid-morning, the mist cleared, 
but mist or no mist, it did not deter the local butterfly population from flying.   
While we caught quite a large number of specimens, it would probably have been better at the 
height of the rains. Among all the traps of both Sema’s and ours, we took a good number and 
variety of Charaxes. Among the prized catches taken by hand net at Tai was a Papilio zalmoxis 
caught by Brian right near our bungalow. I had gone off tramping for miles in the hopes of netting 
one, but in vain. When Brian showed me what he had caught I could hardly believe our luck. The 
P. zalmoxis was very carefully packed in a container on its own surrounded by layers of tissues to 
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avoid damage, being so precious. Sema said he had only seen and caught one once, some three 
years earlier.   
Our holiday was now nearing its end and we made an early start on the 30th December for 
Grande Bassam back at the coast not far from Abidjan.  We stopped at Yamoussoukro for lunch 
where the tour company had proposed we visit the Basilica of our Lady of Peace; a very beautiful 
huge domed cathedral largely built of marble.  It is of a size and grandeur one would not expect in 
the middle of Africa. We were to have gone inside to look round, but they have a very strict dress 
code, and we had arrived in casual wear covered in dust from the journey from Tai.  The Basilica 
closes at 12 Noon and there was not enough time to clean up and change.  We had to satisfy 
ourselves with some video footage of this very impressive structure’s exterior.   
It was bliss to reach the Hotel Madrague at Grande Bassam late that afternoon, and wash off our 
travel stains under a very welcome shower. After dinner, our beds beckoned and we crashed for 
some much needed sleep, having had such an early start to the day.   
New Year’s Eve and our last day of collecting in Côte d’Ivoire. We made another trip to Orstom.  
Brian succeeded in netting a Papilio horribilis that had been flying high up tantalising us, and also 
the elusive electric blue skipper, Coliades chalybe.  Other good specimens of the day were more 
Euxanthe and Palla which came to our traps.  We think some frustrated lepidopterist must have 
given P. horribilis its name - their habit is to normally cruise high overhead well out of reach!  The 
hotel fronts right onto the beach and with its lights illuminating the Atlantic surf, we noticed some 
huge logs washing about, presumably having become untethered off a ship’s deck.  The trees 
from which these now waterlogged and wasted logs had come, were cut in vain.  An impression 
one got travelling past the vast plantations of cocoa, rubber, coffee and bananas was the sad sight 
of isolated fantastically high trees throughout the region reaching for the sky like skeletal rib cages 
of the once mighty equatorial forest that had covered most of the central to coastal areas. I 
pictured in my mind their clawing for light to the roof of the forest canopy, now sadly gone.  It is 
fortunate that one can still see remnants of this forest at Banco, Yapo and Tai.    
After dining at the hotel that evening we were taken to the airport to await our flight home.  A 
senior staff member of the tour company accompanied us right to the departure lounge to help 
with the exit formalities.  Our flight was due to take off at ll.35 pm., but long after midnight there 
was still no sign of it.  It was supposed to be arriving from Dakar, but for some reason was 
delayed.  Eventually another plane was prepared and manned by a relief crew rounded up in 
Abidjan.  Despite being so tired from the long wait at Abidjan airport, we did not manage to sleep 
on the plane. Some security staff at Johannesburg airport spied our light weight polystyrene 
butterfly setting boxes and insisted we wait for a veterinary section official to inspect them.  As our 
flight from Côte d’Ivoire was delayed, we missed our connecting domestic flight to Durban. SAA 
staff were very helpful in putting us on a later plane and allowed us to phone our daughter from the 
Business Class lounge to advise her of the delay and new time of arrival.  From our enjoyable 
holiday adventure we have some wonderful memories, both of places we went, and people we 
met, not forgetting a fantastic variety of butterfly specimens (±1000 specimens in 12 days of 
collecting). This will keep us very busy for some months completing the setting, even with the 
assistance of a fellow collector friend. We hope to give a full check list later when we have 
finalised the identifications. 
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This newsletter is compiled by Jeremy Dobson and is edited by Mark Williams, who endeavours to 
correct grammatical or taxonomic errors, while retaining the style and tone of the original article as 
submitted by the author. 
 
This magazine relies on material from you, the members of LepSoc Africa. Please forward any 
news or photographs that might be of interest to jchdobson@gmail.com. 
 
If anyone has any ideas regarding future format or content, please feel free to make suggestions. 
 
PDF’s of previous editions of African Butterfly News can be downloaded here: 
 
 

EDITION DATE LINK 

2016-5 Sep 2016 ABN 2016-5 

2016-6 Nov 2016 ABN 2016-6 

2017-1 Jan 2017 ABN 2017-1 

2017-2 Mar 2017 ABN 2017-2 

2017-3 May 2017 ABN 2017-3 

2017-4 Jul 2017 ABN 2017-4 

2017-5 Sep 2017 ABN 2017-5 

2017-6 Nov 2017 ABN 2017-6 

2018-1 Jan 2018 ABN 2018-1 

2018-2 Mar 2018 ABN 2018-2 

2018-3 May 2018 ABN 2018-3 

2018-4 Jul 2018 ABN 2018-4 

2018-5 Sep 2018 ABN 2018-5 

2018-6 Nov 2018 ABN 2018-6 

2019-1 Jan 2019 ABN 2019-1 

2019-2 Mar 2019 ABN 2019-2 

2019-3 May 2019 ABN 2019-3 

 

 
 

FOOTNOTE

mailto:jchdobson@gmail.com
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1414/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-5.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1415/African%20Butterfly%20News%202016-6.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1416/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-1.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1417/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-2.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1418/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-3.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1421/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-4.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1423/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-5.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1426/African%20Butterfly%20News%202017-6.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1449/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-1.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1455/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-2%20reduced.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1458/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-3.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1460/ABN%202018-4.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1470/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-5.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1477/African%20Butterfly%20News%202018-6.pdf
http://www.metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1483/African%20Butterfly%20News%202019-1.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1488/African%20Butterfly%20News%202019-2%20.pdf
http://metamorphosis.org.za/articlesPDF/1488/African%20Butterfly%20News%202019-2%20.pdf

